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This is an interim issue due to the restrictions caused by 


the Covid-19 virus that closed most avenues of research. 
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Tournament 


Bangkok, Thailand 


Australia U-23 


AFC U-23 Championship, Finals Stage, 
Group A 


Bangkok, Thailand 


Australia U-23 


AFC U-23 Championship, Finals Stage, 
Group A 


Bangkok, Thailand 


Bahrain U-23 


Australia U-23 


AFC U-23 Championship, Finals Stage, 
Group A 


Bangkok, Thailand 
Bangkok, Thailand 


Syria U-23 
Korea Republic U-23 


Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 


AFC U-23 Championship, Quarter Final 
AFC U-23 Championship, Semi-Final 


Bangkok, Thailand 
Sydney 
Sydne 


Marbella, Spain 
Marbella, Spain 
Marbella, Spain 
Ichihara City, Japan 
Ichihara City, Japan 
Sapporo, Japan 


Dushanbe, Tajikistan 


Utrecht, Netherlands 


Uzbekistan U-23 
Sydney FC 
Macarthur FC 


Republic of Ireland U-21 
Romania U-23 

Mexico U-23 

New Zealand U-23 
New Zealand U-23 


Indonesia U-23 
Indonesia U-23 


Jong FC Utrecht 


Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 


Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 


Australia U-23 


AFC U-23 Championship, 3rd-4th place Play-off 


Tournament 


Olympic Games Finals, Group C 
Olympic Games Finals, Group C 
Olympic Games Finals, Group C 
AFC Asian Cup U23, Qualification, Group G 
AFC Asian Cup U23, Qualification, Group G 


Tournament 


Breda 
Qarshi, Uzbekistan 
Qarshi, Uzbekistan 


Netherlands U-19 
Kuwait U-23 
Iraq U-23 


Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 


AFC Asian Cup U23, Finals, Group B 
AFC Asian Cup U23, Finals, Group B 


Tashkent, Uzbekistan 


Iraq U-23 


Australia U-23 


AFC Asian Cup U23, Finals, Group B 


Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan 


Turkmenistan U-23 
Saudi Arabia U-23 


Australia U-23 
Australia U-23 


AFC Asian Cup U23, Quarter Final 
AFC Asian Cup U23, Semi Final 


Tashkent, Uzbekistan 


Japan U-23 


Australia U-23 


2020 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
played behind closed 


3rd. January 2020, 17.00 Stadium Bola Sepak, Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia ‘doors 


Korea Republic U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Korea Republic U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


‘minute, are substitution ‘minute; substitution 


START LIST 


Thomas Glover 
Gabriel Cleur 

Alex Gerbach 

Dylan Ryan 

Tass Mourdoukoutas 
Joshua Laws 

Ramy Najjarine 
Aiden O'Neill 
Nicholas D'Agostino 
Daniel Bouman 


Ee eee 
a a Jacob Italiano 
a ia 
a 
[Team Coach _| 


Zachary Duncan 
Al Hassan Toure 
Denis Genreau 
Reno Piscopo 
Thomas Deng 
Trent Buhagiar 
Keanu Baccus 


Gi Daniel Margush 


iK 
DF Connor O'Toole 
WwW 


Fl Ben Folami 
MF Connor Metcalfe 


Team Coach Team Coach Graham Arnold 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee | 
Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from FFA 

Australia’s preparations for the forthcoming AFC U-23 Championship in Thailand continued in Kuala Lumpur on Friday, with the green and gold drawing 1-1 with Korea Republic in a friendly match played in Malaysia’s 
capital. 

The game at the Bola Sepak Stadium was an even affair, with the teams unable to be split at either half-time (0-0) or full-time (1-1). 

Korea Republic took the lead following a counterattack in the 72nd minute of the game, however Australia produced a swift response with Adelaide United attacker Al Hassan Toure restoring parity to the contest just 
three minutes later. 

Toure took his chance well, striking a sweet effort beyond Korea’s custodian from just inside the box. 

The green and gold finished the match with the better of the play however ultimately a draw was a fair reflection of the encounter. 

Australia’s U-23 national team head coach, Graham Arnold, was pleased with the hit-out which afforded both nations the opportunity to utilise their full squads ahead of the tournament proper. 

“| was pleased with the performance given we played two fifty (50) minute halves on a difficult pitch against one of the best teams in Asia,” Arnold said. 

“Both teams changed their entire squads at half time, which provided the opportunity for our all our players to acclimatise prior to heading to Bangkok,” he said. 

Australia’s squad will travel to Thailand’s capital on Saturday and play their first match at the AFC U-23 Championship on Wednesday, 8 January 2020 against Iraq. 
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AFC U-23 Championship, Finals Stage, Group A 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


8th. January 2020, 17.15 Thammasat Stadium, Rangsit, Pathum Thani, Thailand 106 


Iraq U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 


half time, Iraq U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


START LIST 


fas Goal Yellow Time of ay Goal Yellow Time of 
iach ‘minute, Card Red Card substitution No. | ROsiion Name ‘minute, Card Red Card substitution 


Ali Kadhim Hadi 


12 GK 
Mustafa Mohammed Jebur 
2 DF Maslukhi 


Thomas Glover 
Gabriel Cleur 
Alex Gerbach 


4 DF __|Najm Shwan Ali Al-Quraishi 
15 DF Alaa Raad 


Dylan Ryan 
Thomas Deng 


Aiden O'Neill 


21 DF Muntadher Sattar 

Abdulabbas Ayad 
14 MF Hussein Jabbar 
23 MF 


Mohammed Mezher 


Keanu Baccus 


Al Hassan Toure 


Murad Mohammad Subeh 


Reno Piscopo 


Mohammed Ridha Jalil Mezher 
Al-Elayawi 


Trent Buhagiar 


FW__|Mohammad Qasim Nsayef 
Omer Assi 


| 38 Zachary Duncan 
2 


Jacob Italiano 


Hasan Matrook Raad 


1 
9 Daniel Bouman 


Arian Sevok 


6 Tass Mourdoukoutas 


Mustafa Mohammed Maan 
Al-Ezairej 


1 
5 Joshua Laws 
1 


8 Daniel Margush 


Mohammed Saad Al-Hasan 
Moeen Ahmad 


12 
15 Fl Nicholas D'Agostino 
1 


Ww 
| 22 | FW _|Gbenga Tai "Ben" Folami 
Ww 


16 MF 
Muntadher Abdulsadar 
8 MF _|Ali Qasim 
Abdul Ghani Shahad 


Team Manager 


Fu Ming (People's Republic of China) 


a ee 
71 
87 
Hussam Mahdi 20 Connor O'Toole 
thab Jarir Naser Jordan Holmes 
—— 


d 
7 MF Ramy Najjarine 
Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager 


match report from FFA 


Reno Piscopo scored a stunning free kick but a late Iraq equaliser ensured Australia U-23's national team opened their AFC U-23 Championship campaign with a 1-1 draw. 


Graham Arnold's side were on course to open their Group A account with three points after Wel 
However, Iraq replied via substitute Mohammad Qasem's strike as the two sides were forced to 
Australia dominated the possession early and Piscopo dragged a sighting wide after Trent Buha 
the goal to be ruled out because of an infringement Buhagiar had made on Iraq midfielder Abdu! 


ington Phoenix starlet Piscopo opened the scoring with a remarkable long-range effort just over the hour mark. 

settle for a share of the spoils at the Thammasat Stadium, Pathum Thani, Thailand. 

giar found the Phoenix attacker coming in alone at the back post, while Al Hassan Toure had the ball in the net only for 
labbas Ayad Khalaf Albu-Darray in the lead up. 


Piscopo continued to threaten the Iraq defence and rolled in another effort which narrowly missed after being set up by Gabriel Cleur, while an ambitious try from Aidan O'Neill flew over the crossbar. 


Sadeq Zamil had headed an early corner opportunity off target and Hussain Jabar's free kick sai 
as the two teams broke for the interval. 
Arnold's side continued to pressure the Iraq goal after the break and would find the breakthroug 


iled wide of Thomas Glover's post but the Australia U-23 'keeper was otherwise relatively untroubled in the Australia goal 


h through Piscopo's moment of magic. 


Having been tripped outside the box by Mohammed Ridha Jalil, Piscopo thrashed the resulting set-piece into the top right hand corner, leaving Iraq shotstopper Ali Kadhim Hadi with no chance. 
Australia looked to double their advantage but were left to rue a turnover which allowed Qasem to pounce and curled the ball past Glover to equaliser on 79 minutes. 


Arnold's men mustered a late pash with Dylan Ryan's header coming off the foot of the post as 


he two sides settled for an opening point. 
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AFC U-23 Championship, Finals Stage, Group A 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
11th. January 2020, 20.15 Rajamangala National Stadium, Bangkok, Thailand 22000 
Thailand U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, Thailand U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 


Position (minute) Card substitution : Boston (minute) Card substitution 


START LIST 
3 DF Thitathorn Akosornsri DF Alex Gerbach 


DF Meechok Mahasaranukul DF Tass Mourdoukoutas 
DF Thomas Deng 
MF 


DF Saringkan Promsupa 
Joshua Laws 


Sorawit Panthong 

Kritsada Kaman MF Zachary Duncan 
Supachok Sarachat FW Reno Piscopo 

Anon Amornlertsak FW Nicholas D'Agostino 
Daniel Bouman 
Supachai Chaided 2 Jacob Italiano 
SUBSTITUTES 
Nanthawat Suankaeo Denis Genreau 
Jaroensak Wonggorn 9 Al Hassan Toure 

Ramy Najjarine 

Peerawat Akkratum Aiden O'Neill 

Chatchai Saengdao Trent Buhagiar 

Supawat Yokakul Jordan Holmes 

Kiadtisak Chaodon Daniel Margush 

Gabriel Cleur 

Wisarut Imura Gbenga Tai "Ben" Folami 
Kannarin Thawornsak Connor Metcalfe 

Airfan Doloh Connor O'Toole 
Benjamin Davis Keanu Baccus 


Akira Nishino Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager Team Manager 

Turki Al-Khudair (Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammed Al-Abakry (Saudi Arabia) 


Assistant Referee 2 |Khalaf Al-Shamari (Saudi Arabia) 


a 


= 
cy 


a 
-apala 
fb 


aly [Nin]. /alalala 
NI S]OIN]S ool] a] oo] N 


match report from FFA 

Australia’s U-23 men’s national football team recorded their first win at the AFC U-23 Championship Thailand 2020 on Saturday evening, producing a spirited display in steamy conditions to defeat Thailand 2-1 at the 
iconic Rajamangala Stadium. 

In front of over 22,000 vociferous supporters in Bangkok, the green and gold came from a goal down to defeat the competition’s hosts, with Perth Glory FC marksman Nicholas D'Agostino showing his class to fire an 
important brace for his nation. 

D’Agostino’s first goal came shortly before the half time whistle — the former Brisbane Roar man producing an excellent angled strike after running on to a well-weighted pass from Wellington Phoenix’s Reno Piscopo 
to cancel out Anon Amornlertsak’s 23rd minute opener. 

Australia’s winner came in the 76th minute of the contest when D'Agostino put the icing on a fluent team move. Australia’s number 15 sent a crisp shot beyond Thailand custodian Korraphat Nareechan to put Australia 
2-1 up. 

Following the match D’Agostino said that his two-goal effort for his nation ranks as one of the highlights of his developing career. 

“It is definitely up there,” he said. “It is probably one of my greatest career achievements so far, it is my first Asian Cup, so | am absolutely delighted.” 

“Obviously it was a tough game in front of the 22,000 fans that came out tonight. Thailand in their home country, it was always going to be a big game but especially going one-nil down early, that was tough, but we 
knew that we had the fight and courage to come back and we showed a lot of that tonight and got the result and that is massive for us.” 

“My job is to score goals and that is what | am here to do and that is what Graham (Arnold) has belief in me to do and it is a great feeling scoring for your country, there is no better feeling in the world.” 

“We have great players here from all over the world and we knew that if we had a lot more freedom and courage and confidence on the ball that we could break down anyone.” 

“| think the boys showed a lot of fight and courage and | think the goal at the end of the first half really helped a lot leading into that second half,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Head Coach Graham Arnold praised his team’s character in his post-match press conference and offered his Australia’s thanks to the Thai supporters who unveiled a large banner reading “Pray For All 
Lives; Thai Hearts For Australia”. 
“| think we showed great character as a team after going down one-nil,” Arnold said. “It (conceding) took the confidence out of the team for a good ten minutes or so, but | thought after that, especially second half, we 
played very well and should have won by more.” 

“We have only been together as a team for a short period of time and the twenty-three players that we have with us have come together and while they don’t know each other perfectly you can see the improvement in 
every game." 
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“We just needed more patience on the ball. | thought second half we controlled the game much better. We made Thailand work hard defensively and then they ran out of legs.” 
“The conditions are very taxing and no doubt there will be more changes for the Bahrain game so that we can get fresh legs on and keep working hard.” 
“We want to thank the Thai people for the beautiful banner behind the goal that their hearts are with Australia at the moment because of the bushfires. Thank you to all the Thai people, beautiful.” 


AFC U-23 Championship, Finals Stage, Group A 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


14th. January 2020, 20.15 Thammasat Stadium, Rangsit, Pathum Thani, Thailand 


Bahrain U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Bahrain U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow 


Position 


(minute) Card 


Red Card} substitution Position 


Card 


(minute) 


Red Card| substitution 


GK 


Ammar Mohamed Abbas Jaafar 
Ahmed 


START LIST 


Thomas Glover 


DF 
DF 


| 


Sayed Mohamed Ameen Husain 
Mohamed Shubbar 


Ahmed Mubarak Bughammar 


Hamad Mahmood Al Shamsan 


Gabriel Cleur 


Alex Gerbach (c ) 
Dylan Ryan 


Hasan Ali Al Karani 


Tass Mourdoukoutas 


Abbas Fadhel Abdulla Ahmed Maki 


Ramy Najjarine 


MF 
MF 


Mohamed Jasim Mohamed Ali 
Abdulla Marhoon 


Ahmed Saleh Sanad Rashed Sanad 


Jasim Al-Salama 


Zachary Duncan 


Keanu Baccus 
Al Hassan Toure 


ala 
©/N|2 


MF 


Mohamed Ahmadi Abdulrahman 


N 
i.) 


Reno Piscopo 


ND 
Nt 


FW 


| 


Hasan Yahya Ali 


Ahmed Fadhel Al Zaimoor 
Hashim Sayed Isa Hasan Radhi 
Hashim 


splot ¥ : 


SUBSTITUTES 


Daniel Bouman 


FW Jacob Italiano 


Aiden O'Neill 


Ww 
DF 


NI- 
Sie 
fu] 


Mohamed Yusuf Abdulla Al Hardan 
Ahmed Hasan 


Faisal Ebrahim Isa Ahmed Al Isa 
Salem Adel Hasan 


Hamza Ahmed Jasim Mohamed 
Jasim Al Juban 


BE; 
a 


RS 


Nicholas D'Agostino 


GK Jordan Holmes 
DF Thomas Deng 


Trent Buhagiar 


Ahmed Al Sheroogi 


Daniel Margush 


Yusuf Habib Mansoor Hasan 
Shabaan 


Connor O'Toole 


Ahmed Mohsen Anwar 
Abdulaziz Khalid Ahmed Khalifa 
Rajab 


13 
15 
16 
18 
20 
22 


23 


FI Gbenga Tai "Ben" Folami 


Team Coach 


Adnan Fawaz 
Husain Jameel Mansoor Ali Sabba 
Shamsan 


Samir Chammam 


| 46 
64 
76 
; 
ey 


Team Coa 


WwW 
MF Connor Metcalfe 


ch Graham Arnold 


Team Manager 


[Team Manager 


Referee 
Assistant Referee 1 


Mohamed Abdulla Hassan Mohd (United Arab Emirates) 
Mohamed Alhammadi (United Arab Emirates) 


Assistant Referee 2 


Hassan Sugatari Al Mahri (United Arab Emirates) 
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match report from FFA 
Australia’s U-23 men’s national football team secured a place in the quarter finals of the AFC U-23 Championship Thailand 2020 on Tuesday after drawing 1-1 with Bahrain at the Thammasat Stadium to top Group A 


of the tournament. 
Melbourne City FC attacker Ramy Najjarine opened the scoring in the 34th minute of the match, finishing with a neat left foot strike after he was played in on goal by Reno Piscopo — the Wellington Phoenix ace 


making his second assist of the tournament. 
Bahrain levelled proceedings via a free kick from Mohamed Jasim Marhoon in what was the last action of the first half, with Australia failing to capitalise on numerous second half opportunities as the game ended in a 


stalemate. 

Still, Australia’s draw with Bahrain combined with Thailand’s draw with Iraq means that the green and gold secured top spot in their section, and finished the group stage unbeaten. 

Australia will now take on the second-placed side from Group B in a last-eight showdown at Bangkok’s Rajamangala Stadium on Saturday evening. Australia’s opponents on Saturday night will be Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
or Qatar. 

Following the game Australia’s Head Coach Graham Arnold said that he was proud of his players for achieving the team’s first target of the tournament. 

“The most important thing was that we got through to the next phase,” Arnold said. “It was the first time since 2014 that the Olympic team has got through this first phase, and that was our first goal.” 
“Now we really have to step up with improvement in our performance.” 

“It is a learning experience for these young kids to play in these tournaments.” 

Arnold charges will have the benefit of an extra 24 hours rest and recovery to prepare for Saturday's encounter, with Group B set to wrap up on Wednesday evening Thai time. 

“We have three days and the other group have got two days (to prepare for the quarter final),” Arnold added. “It is a matter of getting them (the players) fresh mentally and physically.” 

“| think the boys have done exceptionally well in this climate to play three games in six day — not many would have done that in a long time — so we will get them fresh and ready.” 

Goal-getter Najjarine echoed his coach’s sentiments. 

“The boys are very happy,” Najjarine said post-match. “Our main objective was to top the group, and we've got that done.” 
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Date & Time 


18th. January 2020, 20.15 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 


AFC U-23 Championship, Quarter Final 
Venue 

Rajamangala National Stadium, Bangkok, Thailand 

Syria U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 (after extra time) 
half time, Syria U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Position 


Weather 


Temperature 


Goal Yellow 
(minute) Card 


Attendance 


Time of 
substitution 


Mohammed Yazan Ourabi 
Youssef Al-Hamawi 


Yosief Mohammad 


Mohamed Fares Arnaout 


a 


GK Thomas Glover 
DF Alex Gerbach (c 


DF Dylan Ryan 


Khaled Kerdagli 
Kamel Hameesheh 


= 
cy 


Zachary Duncan 


DF Tass Mourdoukoutas 
DF Thomas Deng 
MF 


Mohammad Al-Bari 


MF 


Keanu Baccus 


Mohammed Kamel Koaeh 


Ramy Najjarine 


Zaid Ghareer 


Reno Piscopo 
Nicholas D'Agostino 
Daniel Bouman 


Abd Alhadi Shalha 


Al Hassan Toure 


Abdul Kader Adi 


Mohamad Al-Hallak 


Aiden O'Neill 
Trent Buhagiar 
Gbenga Tai "Ben" Folami 


Mustafa Safrani 


Connor Metcalfe 


Mohammad Rihanieh 


Gabriel Cleur 


Zakaria Hanan 


Jordan Holmes 
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Denis Genreau 
Connor O'Toole 


LS) 
Ss 


William Ghannam 


= 
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Milad Hamad Daniel Margush 


ND 
a 


Jacob Italiano 
Graham Arnold 


Nabil Koro 


Team Coach Ayman Hakeem Team Coach 


Team Manager [Team Manager 


Referee Ryuji Sato (Japan, 
Assistant Referee 1 |Hiroshi Yamauchi (Japan, 
Assistant Referee 2 |Jun Mihara (Japan) 


match report from FFA 

Super sub Al Hassan Toure struck an extra-time winner as Australia U-23 moved within one win of their first Olympic Games in 12 years. 

A 101st-minute effort from the Adelaide United forward earned the Green and Gold a 1-0 win against Syria as Graham Arnold’s side advanced to the final four of the AFC U-23 Championship. 

Tom Glover came to the Green and Gold’s rescue in the 10th minute when he saved with his legs after Mohammad Al Bari broke through on goal, before Reno Piscopo sent a warning shot fizzing over the crossbar 
after a neat exchange with Nick D’Agostino on 21 minutes. 

In a closely-fought contest, Toure was sent on for Daniel Bowman on 65 minutes and the 19-year-old almost got a head on Thomas Deng’s dangerous cross which flashed across the Syria goal on 74 minutes. 
But Toure made his chance count in the first-half of extra-time with a one-touch outside-of-the-boot finish from Brisbane Roar midfielder O’Neill’s precision through ball. 

Toure surged behind the Syrian defence to connect with Aidan O’Neill’s defence-splitting pass and added a Clinical finish to edge Australia ahead, in what turned out to be the decisive goal. 

D'Agostino missed a chance to wrap up the win when the Perth Glory attacker fired wide from Trent Buhagiar’s cross a minute after the restart, but Australia held firm in the closing stages to progress. 

Australia play their the semi-final on Wednesday 22, January against the victor of the quarter final match between Korea Republic and Jordan, which is played on Sunday evening AEDT. 

The two finalists the of competition, held in Thailand, will book their place to the 2020 Olympic Games and the winner of the third-place playoff will join them in Tokyo, along with host nation Japan. 

Australia missed out on qualifying for the London 2012 and Rio de Janeiro 2016 Games, last competing in Beijing in 2008. 


match report from AFC 

Australia moved one step closer to claiming the AFC U23 Championship Thailand 2020 crown and qualifying for this year’s Olympic Games on Saturday as a 1-0 extra-time win over Syria at Rajamangala Stadium saw 
them advance to the semi-finals. 

Substitute Al Hassan Toure’s goal in the 101st minute of a closely-fought encounter helped guarantee Australia’s progress — and the nation’s best-ever finish at the tournament — on a night when the Olyroos were 
forced to overcome stiff resistance to ensure their ticket through to the next round. 

While the result brought heartbreak for the valiant Syrians, it leaves Graham Arnold’s charges now facing a last four encounter with either Korea Republic or Jordan — the winners of which will be guaranteed a place at 
Tokyo 2020. 

Despite the stakes being high for both sides, the game benefitted from a bright and breezy start, Australia’s Ramy Najjarine curling a third minute effort narrowly wide of the target. 

A towering Tass Mourdoukoutas header was saved by Mohamad Yazan Ourabi shortly after, before Syria made their first genuine foray into opposition territory wnen Mohamad Al Barri saw his attempt blocked by the 
right leg of onrushing Australia goalkeeper Tom Glover. 


2020.6 


Influential midfielder Reno Piscopo then fizzed a shot from distance inches over the bar, and — as half-time approached — Glover produced a sprawling stop to deny Abdul Rahman Barakat. 
By way of contrast to the relative cut and thrust of the first period, chances were few and far between after the break, Glover’s save from a fierce Barakat strike the only noteworthy action as the game inextricably 


moved towards extra-time. 
After Ourabi had reacted superbly to repel substitute Trent Buhagiar’s effort from close range, Australia took the lead. Aiden O'Neill’s pinpoint pass finding Toure who expertly prodded the ball beyond Ourabi and into 


the net. 
Nicholas D'Agostino came close to adding a second for Australia with 14 minutes remaining, while Ourabi was in the thick of things yet again, this time diving to his right to turn away a Ben Folami drive. 


Try as they may, and unable to call on the services of suspended supersub Ala’a Aldin Dali, Syria rarely threatened to grab an equaliser thereafter, leaving Australia to celebrate at the final whistle after keeping their 
title and Olympic hopes alive. 
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Date & Time 
22nd. January 2020, 20.15 


AFC U-23 Championship, Semi-Final 


Venue 


Thammasat Stadium, Rangsit, Pathum Thani, Thailand 


Korea Republic U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..0 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


half time, Korea Republic U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Goal Yellow Time of AS 
‘minute, Card Red Card substitution No. | Postion 


START LIST 


Name 


Goal Yellow 
‘minute, Card 


Time of 
Red Cera substitution 


1 GK Song Beom-Keun 


Thomas Glover 
Gabriel Cleur 
Alex Gersbach 


3 DF Kang Yoon-Sung 
4 DF Lee Sang-Min 
DF 


Jeong Tae-Wook 


Dylan Ryan 
Tass Mourdoukoutas 


MF Kim Dong-Hyun 


Aiden O'Neill 


MF Kim Dae-Won 


Keanu Baccus 


MF Jeong Seung-Won 


Won Du-Jae 


MF [UmWon-Sang | 


Connor Metcalfe 
Al Hassan Toure 
Trent Buhagiar 


Oh Se-Hun 


Jacob Italiano 


Kim Tae-Hyeon 


Denis Genreau 
Reno Piscopo 
Gbenga Tai "Ben" Folami 


Ahn Joon-Soo 


Ramy Najjarine 


Jeong Woo-Yeong 


Thomas Deng 


Kim Jin-Gyu 


Kim Jin-Ya 


Daniel Margush 
Daniel Bouman 
Nicholas D'Agostino 


An Chan-Gi 


Connor O'Toole 


Kim Jae-Woo 


Jordan Holmes 


Kim Hak-Beom 


DF [Yoon Jong-Gyy 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Nawaf Abdulla Ghayyath Shukralla (Bahrain) 


Zacha 


Graham Arnold 


[Assistant Referee 1 |Mohamed Jaafar Mohamed Salman (Bahrain) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Abdulla Saleh Al-Rowaimi Abdulla Mohsen (Bahrain) 


match report from FFA 

Australia’s U-23 men’s national football team will take on Uzbekistan for third-place at the AFC U-23 Championship Thailand 2020 after being defeated 2-0 by classy Korea Republic at the Thammasat Stadium on 
Wednesday evening (local time). 

The green and gold competed in the match however were undone by some slick attacking play from their Korean counterparts, who managed to breach Australia’s goal in the 56th and 76th minutes of the encounter. 
Earlier in the day Uzbekistan lost 1-0 to Saudi Arabia to enter the playoff for third, which will be held on Saturday night at Bangkok’s iconic Rajamangala Stadium. The winner of Saturday's match will join Saudi Arabia 
and Korea Republic as Asia’s representatives at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games in Japan. 

Following Wednesday's fixture Australia’s Head Coach Graham Arnold paid credit to Korea Republic in his post-match press conference and added that he believes his side will show plenty of endeavour and fight 
against the White Wolves at the weekend. 

“There were four boxes that we needed to tick when we came to the tournament and the most important thing was getting into the last four to get two chances to go to the Olympics,” Arnold said. 

“Obviously it is disappointing tonight, but you have to take your hat off to South Korea. South Korea played very well, and we were beaten by a better team tonight.” 

“They (Korea Republic) are a physically very big team, physically powerful, fast, some quality players with individual actions, and you can see South Korea especially are spending a lot of money in developing kids and 
developing youth and bringing the players through.” 

“It was the first time that Australia has been into a semi-final at this age group and for my players in the dressing room it was the first time that they have experienced playing a semi-final of an Asian Cup and being in 
that in environment. So it was a great learning curve for them, a great lesson for them and we move forward.” 

“We have got to show, and we will show, the Aussie spirit of fighting (against Uzbekistan). | said to the boys after the game ‘great effort, we did well in patches, but that game is over now, there’s nothing you can do 
about that. South Korea were the better team on the night. It is all now about what's in front of us and that’s Uzbekistan on Saturday and winning that game’,” he said. 

Australia U-23 0 

Korea Republic U-23 2 (Kim Daewon 56’, Lee Donggyeong 76’) 

Thammasat Stadium, Bangkok, Thailand 
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match report from AFC 
Second half goals from Kim Dae-won and Lee Dong-gyeong secured Korea Republic a place in the AFC U23 Championship Thailand 2020 final 
Australia a 2-0 defeat at Thammasat Stadium on Wednesday. 


and a berth at the Tokyo Olympic Games as Kim Hak-bum’s side handed 


The Koreans, who will meet Saudi Arabia in the final at Rajamangala Stadium on Sunday, put on a dominant display to outplay the Olyroos and ensure the country continue their remarkable run of qualification for the 


Olympic Games, which remains unbroken since Seoul hosted the event in 1988. 

Having been on top throughout the first 45 minutes, Kim Hak-bum’s team were imperious in the second half with Kim Dae-won giving his side a 
win 20 minutes later. 

It was no less than the Koreans deserved against an Australian side that was rarely granted a sight of goal throughout the 90 minutes. 

Um Won-sang had fired wide and Kang Yoon-seong could only find the arms of Thomas Glover in the first quarter of the game before Oh Se-hu 
the turn that crashed against the post. 

As the Koreans continued to press forward, Dylan Ryan almost turned the ball into his own net when Um’s centre caused concern for the Austra 
the lead with another effort from outside the area. 

Australia rarely threatened, with Lee Sang-min nicking the ball off Trent Buhagiar’s toe in front of goal midway through the half and Ryan’s attem 
Bum-kuen’s left post. 

Korea cranked up the pressure after the interval, with Kim Dae-won seeing his effort deflected wide before substitute Lee Dong-jun shot across 
Jeong Tae-wook then hit the woodwork with his header as Kim Hak-bum’s side edged closer and closer until, finally, they broke through. 

A neat one-two with Lee Dong-jun allowed Lee You-hyeon to find space to hit a drive that again came back off the woodwork but, with Glover str. 


long-overdue lead in the 56th minute and Lee Dong-gyeong confirmed the 


in finally beat the goalkeeper, dropping off the defence to unleash a shot on 
ians and, on the stroke of half-time, Kim Dae-won almost gave his side 


pt from the edge of the area on the stroke of half time flying wide of Song 


he face of goal having been released behind the Australian back line. 


anded, Kim Dae-won stroked the ball home to give Korea the lead. 


Twenty minutes later the Taeguk Warriors doubled their lead, ending the game as a contest when Lee Dong-gyeong picked up possession on the edge of the area after a commanding header by Won Du-jae and his 


strike beat Glover, crossing the line via the inside of the post. 
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AFC U-23 Championship, 3rd-4th place Play-off 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
25th. January 2020, 19.30 Rajamangala National Stadium, Bangkok, Thailand 
Uzbekistan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Uzbekistan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


As Goal Yellow Time of ae Goal Yellow Time of 
Nemes (minute) Card Begcae substitution | no. | Posiven Name (minute) Card RediCerd substitution 
START LIST 
GK Abduvohid Nematov Thomas Glover 


| 2} _BF_listomion Kotitoy _—_| _{_| Alex Gersbach 
lkhomjon Alijanov Tass Mourdoukoutas 
"3 mE Abdulla Abdullayev Zachary Duncan 


6 MF Azizjon Ganiev Keanu Baccus 

Nurillo Tukhtasinov Ramy Najjarine 
9 MF Djasur Yakhshibaev Reno Piscopo 
11 FW 


Bobur Abdukhalikov Nicholas D'Agostino 


Mirjakhon Mirakhmadov 19 Daniel Bouman 


Oybek Bozorov Denis Genreau 
Sharof Mukhiddinov ot 9 Al Hassan Toure 
MF Gbenga Tai “Ben” Folami 
Sabror Ismailov Jordan Holmes 
Mashkurjon Mukhammadjonov Aiden O'Neill 
Islom Kenjabaev Connor Metcalfe 
Sanjar Kodirkulov Daniel Margush 
MF Gabriel Cleur 
Sherzod Nasrullayev Jacob Italiano 
Azizbek Amonov Connor O'Toole 
Oybek Rustamov Trent Buhagiar 
Nizomiddin Ziyovutdinov 
Team Coach Ljubinko Drulovié Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager | Team Manager 
Referee Mohamed Abdulla Hassan Mohd (United Arab Emirates) | 
Assistant Referee 1 |Mohamed Ahmed Alhammadi (United Arab Emirates 
Hassan Mohammed Hassan Abdullah Sugatan Al Mahri (United Arab Emirates) 


match report from FFA 

The Australia U-23 men's national football team are heading to the Olympic Games for the first time since 2008 after qualifying for the Tokyo 2020 edition on Saturday. 

Going into the AFC U-23 Championship third-place play-off needing victory to qualify, Graham Arnold's side came out on top in a tense 1-0 win over Uzbekistan U-23's. 

Nicholas D'Agostino was the hero, with his 47th minute goal proving to be the winner in a match which also saw Uzbekistan play the final half-hour a man down following a straight red card. 
In an incredibly tight affair, it was Uzbekistan who had the edge after the first 45 minutes, but the scores remained 0-0 heading into the break. 

However, a change at half-time for Australia - with Denis Genreau replacing his Melbourne City teammate Ramy Najjarine - paid dividends almost immediately, with the U-23's taking the lead two minutes into the 
second period. 

Nicholas D'Agostino glided his way past the Uzbekistan defence, before unleashing a perfectly-placed shot into the bottom corner of the goal - his third strike of the tournament. 

Australia looked a different side in the second half, and a red card to Oybek Bozarov gave Arnold's side an extra sense of belief that this was going to be their day. 

The team held strong, and as the game went on, it appeared more and more in Australia's control. 

The final whistle confirming Australia's place at the men's Olympic football tournament for the first time since Beijing 12 years ago. 
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match report from AFC 

Nicholas D’Agostino’s brilliant solo effort two minutes into the second half sent Australia on their way to the Tokyo Olympic Games on Saturday as Graham Arnold's side earned a 1-0 win over 10-man Uzbekistan in 

the third place play-off at the AFC U23 Championship Thailand 2020. 

D’Agostino’s strike at the end of a slaloming run gave the Olyroos the lead after a tepid first half showing and Australia’s first appearance at the Olympics since 2008 was effectively confirmed when Uzbekistan's 

Oybek Bozorov was sent off with little over half an hour remaining. 

The win means Australia qualify alongside Saudi Arabia and Korea Republic for the Tokyo Olympics, which will be played in July and August and where they will join hosts Japan in representing Asia at the 16-nation 
tournament. 

D’Agostino’s goal was the second time he had the ball in the net on Saturday, the Perth Glory man thinking he had scored with five minutes on the clock only for his header to be ruled out by referee Mohammed 
Hassan for a foul on goalkeeper Abduvakhid Nematov. 

That was the closest Arnold’s team would come in the opening 45 minutes of the game as the Uzbeks fashioned the more likely opportunities of the first half. 

Jasurbek Yakhshiboev squandered a pair of chances to put his side in front, heading straight at Thomas Glover from eight yards out before failing to put enough bend on his shot from the edge of area after a rapid break 
left the Australian defence desperately chasing back. 

Yakhshiboev continued to cause problems for the Olyroos, with his run through the middle opening up the Australians before Thomas Deng’s outstretched leg blocked the FC AGMK winger’s shot. The ball looped up to 
land at the feet of Nurillo Tukhtasinov but he could only send his shot high over the bar. 

The Uzbeks were to rue those missed opportunities within two minutes of the restart as D'Agostino showed his individual ability to put Australia in front. Picking the ball up 35 yards from goal, the forward drove past two 
opposing defenders before giving himself room to side foot the ball into the bottom corner. 

Uzbekistan’s hopes of finding a way back into the game were dealt a decisive blow just before the hour mark when, six minutes after coming off the bench, substitute Bozorov was shown a straight red card by referee 
Hassan for a dangerous challenge on Zachary Duncan. 

With one player less there was no way back for Uzbekistan, even if Sharof Mukhitdinov sent his free-kick narrowly wide of Glover's goal as Australia held on to record a win which booked their ticket to the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
12th. November 2020, 19.00 Netstrata Jubilee Stadium, Kogarah, Sydney, 
New South Wales 
Sydney FC..3 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Sydney FC..3 v. Australia U-23..0 
aa Goal Goal Time of 
Position . 


Position 
(minute) (minute) substitution 


Rhyan Grant DF Nathaniel Atkinson 
Michael Zullo DF Joel King 
Paulo Retre 5 MF Brandon Wilson 


Milo& Ninkovié FW ___|Ramy Najjarine 
Ww 


Closed doors 


Anthony Caceres John Koutroumbis 
Chris Zuvela Connor O'Toole 


21 DF Harry van der Saag Joshua Laws 
Jordi Swibel Cameron Devlin 
28 MF Calem Nieuwenhof Connor Metcalfe 
40 GK 
Team Coach 


oS 
"Nh 


Adam Pavlesic Angus Thurgate 
FW Patrick Wood Reno Piscopo 


Levi Kaye Adam Pearce 
Luke Ivanovic 
Nicholas Sorras 
a ee 
a ee 


Jordan O'Dohert 
Aiden O'Neill 
Tate Russell 
iTeam Coach _|Steve Corica Team Coach Graham Arnold 
Team Manager 


Assistant Referee 2 


match report from FFA 

A devastating early onslaught has seen Sydney FC prevail 3-0 over the Australia U-23 Men’s side in Thursday night's friendly clash at Netstrata Jubilee Stadium. 

The Sky Blues scored all three goals inside the first 18 minutes as the A-League Champions demonstrated all their experience and continuity. 

Midfielder Paulo Retre (fifth minute), Trent Buhagiar (14"") and Alexander Baumjohann (18"") all found the net for Steve Corica’s back-to-back title winners. 

But the Aussie youngsters recovered from their early struggles to slowly work their way into the contest. 

Graham Arnold’s youngsters created the better chances after the break and should have reduced the deficit if not for a couple of excellent saves from Sydney FC keeper Tom Heward-Belle. 
Both Lachlan Wales, Angus Thurgate and Ramy Najjarine drew smart stops from the Sky Blues shot-stopper in an end-to-end second half. 

Despite the result, Arnold will be heartened by the way his side responded from conceding three quickfire goals in what was the squad's first outing in almost 10 months. 

But they have just five days to wait for their next match as they take on A-League newcomers Macarthur FC on Tuesday afternoon. 

Sydney FC were quick out of the blocks and led inside five minutes through the versatile Retre. 

Luke Brattan’s corner wasn’t cleared by the Olyroos, with Milos Ninkovic managing to squeeze a past to Retre who fired past Tom Glover from close range. 

It was a familiar face to the Olyroos that doubles the Sky Blues’ advantage before the quarter hour mark. 

And it was a goal beautifully executed with Sydney putting together a string of passes from one side of the pitch to the other. 

The flowing move ended with Rhyan Grant's pinpoint cross finding an unmarked Buhagiar — a member of the U-23 side in Thailand — to head into the corner of the net. 

The Sky Blues weren't about to take their foot off the gas and had a third goal just three minutes later. 

A sloppy turnover deep in their own half by the Olyroos was swooped on by Buhagiar who played the ball into the path of Baumjohann who made no mistake with a classy first-time finish. 
It was Arnold’s U-23’s who enjoyed more opportunities to start the second half and it was only a couple of saves from Heward-Belle that kept the three-goal margin. 

The Sky Blues custodian denied both substitute Angus Thurgate and Lachlan Wales in quick succession, while both Kye Rowles and Joel King had chances but failed to hit the target. 
The young Aussies continued to be on the front foot and forced Heward-Belle into another key save soon after. 

Ramy Najjarine was given too much time to receive the ball and turn towards goal just outside Sydney FC's box. 

Naijjarine's low strike fizzed off the turf but Heward-Belle did excellently to get down low and parry the ball away to safety. 
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Date & Time 
17th. November 2020, 15.00 


Venue 
Netstrata Jubilee Stadium, Kogarah, Sydney, 
New South Wales 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


Closed doors 


Macarthur FC..1 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, Macarthur FC..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Goal weHow. Red Card cima |. Wee S| Position Name Goal 
‘minute, Card substitution ‘minute, 


START LIST 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 
Red\Cerg substitution 


Position Name 


GK 
DF 


Nicholas Suman 
Walter Scott 


ad 


Thomas "Tom" Glover 
Nathaniel Atkinson 


46"* 


DF 


Aleksandar Su njar 


7. 
72 


Tass Mourdoukoutas 


63°" 


DF 
DF 


Aleksandar Jovanovic 
Ivan Franjic 


725 


1 
20 
5 
21 


Kye Rowles 
Connor O'Toole 


MF 


Mark Milligan (c ) 


Aiden O'Neill 


MF 


MF 
MF 


Antonis Martis 


Moudi Najjar 
Michael Ruhs 


MF 


Connor Metcalfe 


Keanu Baccus 


FW 


Matt Derbyshire 


FW 


Lachlan Wales 


MF Charles M'Mombwa 


Lachlan Rose 68 


MF 


Edward "Eddie" Caspers 


Ramy Najjarine 


MF 


Giovanni Panuccio 


Daniel Bouman 


DF 


Yianni Nicolaou 


DF Antony Golec 


81 FW Yianni Perkatis 


Theph Theph 


Jordan O'Dohert 


Cameron Devlin 


MF 
MF 


Joshua Laws 


Luke Cukar 


Nicholas Sorras 


Team Coach 


Ante Milicic 


Team Coach 


Adam Pearce 
Graham Arnold 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


match report from FFA 


Ben Abraham 


Two quick-fire goals inside the last 12 minutes has seen the Australian U-23 Men’s side come from behind to beat Macarthur FC 2-1 on Tuesday. 
In a tight tussle at Netstrata Jubilee Stadium, the A-League newcomers looked like they might snatch the win when trialist Lachlan Rose opened the scoring midway through the second half. 


But the Aussie youngsters finished the stronger, registering a confidence-boosting victory with two goals in the s 


pace of two minutes. 


First Connor Metcalfe drew the Olyroos level with a stunning long-range strike 12 minutes from time before substitute Ramy Najjarine scored the winner soon after. 


It was just reward for Arnold’s side who dominated possession and field position for long periods. 

In contrast to last Thursday's 3-0 loss to Sydney FC, the Olyroos made a strong start without creating a host of cl 
But their expansive play and relentless pressure eventually wore down Macarthur late in the match. 

In contrast to the Sydney FC clash, the young Aussies enjoyed the better if the first half, dominating both posses: 


other end. 
There was also an interesting moment early on when the sprinklers came on just as the Olyroos were launching 


And the youngster showed an eye for goal, slamming the ball past Glover from a very tight angle. 
Like the young Aussies had done all match, they took their corner short as the Macarthur defence was still gettin 


He then unleashed a powerful drive which flew past Suman and nestled into the far corner of the net. 
Metcalfe was again involved a couple of minutes later, with his switch of possession finding Ryan Strain on the ri 
The defender played a teasing ball into the middle which the Bulls failed to deal with, with the loose ball falling to 


nances. 


sion and field position. 


There were few opportunities created though, with Michael Ruhs having Macarthur’s best chance when he shot straight at Tom Glover, while Connor Metcalfe almost got on the end of Denis Genreau’s cross at the 


an attack. Thankfully they only stayed up for a few seconds. 


Ante Milicic introduced trialist Rose just after the hour-mark and the attacker made his opportunity count soon after. 
A sloppy turnover by the Olyroos saw Macarthur pour forward, with a few passes exchanged before Mark Milligan’s incisive pass got Rose free in the box. 


g set. 


The ball found it’s way to Metcalfe 25 metres from goal, with the Melbourne City playmaker beating one defender and cutting the ball back onto his left foot. 


ight. 
Najjarine who had the simple task to tap it in from close range. 
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Date & Time 
2nd. June 2021, 13.00 


2021 


Venue 
Marbella Football Centre, Marbella, Spain 


Weather 


Republic of Ireland U-21..2 v. Australia U-23..1 


Attendance 


played behind closed 
doors 


half time, Republic of Ireland U-2 


START LIS a 


1..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Yellow Time of 
‘minute, Card substitution Position Name 


Goal Yellow Time of 
‘minute Card _|Red Card| substitution 


Brian Maher 


Jordan Holmes 


Andy Lyons 


Connor O'Toole 


Oisin McEntee 


5 Mark McGuiness 
P| MF Will Fer 


Gabriel Cleur 


Jay Rich-Baghuelou 57(og 
Caleb Watts 


John Iredale 


Panos Armenakas 


Anthony Kalik 


Kristian Popovic 


MF Luca Connell 
MF Conor Noss 

MF Conor Coventry 
MF Louie Watson 
MF Gavin Kilkenn 


[| ss |_~— FW __|Jonathan Afolabi 


| | MF [Ross Tierne 90 
| | MF Alex Gilbert 
Tyreik Wright 


Ryan Johansson 


Ryan Teague 


cK Ashley Maynard-Brewer 


Daniel Arzani 


Joshua Kayode 


Con Ouzounidis 


Sam Blair 


Ramy Najjarine 


Dan Rose 


Nicholas Pennington 


Sean Roughan 


Tyrese Francois 


Lewis Richards 


Jacob Chapman 


Bosun Lawal 


Murray Miller 


|| DF [Anselmo GarciaMacNuity | 
P| MF [ConorGrant_ 


ee a 
a ee 
i Ee 
[ene () ! 
Jim Crawford Team Coach 

lTeamManager | Tear Manager 


Referee Parejo Nieto (Spain) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Sanchez Esposito (Spain) 
Assistant Referee 2 | Aranda Zayas (Spain) 


Gary van Egmond 


match reort from fai (The Football Association of Ireland) 

Substitute Tierney ete in the 90th minute with a header — his first touch — to give Ireland the win in a well fought game at the Marbella Football Centre. 

Jim Crawford made six changes to the side that faced Switzerland with Bohemians’ Andy Lyons making his Under-21s debut. 

Will Ferry, Luca Connell, Conor Noss, Gavin Kilkenny and Jonathan Afolabi also came into the starting XI. 

The first big chance of the game fell to Australia. 

Panayioti Dimitri Armenakas broke down the right and cut in and curled an effort towards goal that struck the post. 

Ireland were strong in possession but found the Australians difficult to penetrate. The Socceroos looked dangerous on the counter with Anthony Kalik attempt in the 23rd minute flying harmlessly over the bar. 

And it was Kalik who had a great chance to put Australia ahead. He was put through on goal but could only find the gloves of Brian Maher with his attempt. 

Ireland came close just before the break. Quick play between Connell and Kilkenny saw Noss freed on the right. Noss nutmegged his man and laid-it off for Watson on the edge of the box but the Derby County man 
couldn't hit the target. 

At the break Joshua Kayode was brought on for Jonathan Afolabi as Ireland looked to break the deadlock. 

And 12 minutes into the second half it was Ireland who took the lead. Link-up play on the right between Lyons and Noss saw the ball squared into the six-yard box and turned into his own net by Jay Rich-Bahuelou. 
Ireland went in search of a second but Australia struck back in the 72nd minute. Ramy Najjarine curled a left footed effort beyond Maher in the Ireland goal. 

Ireland had a penalty claim turned away when Kayode appeared to be felled in the area after he was found from a neat ball by Ryan Johansson. 

Kayode was involved in another penalty claim moments later but again his calls fell on deaf ears. 

But the winning moment came in the 90th minute when substitute Tyreik Wright collected the ball in his own half and ran at the Australian defence, his pin-point cross was met by Tierney who timed his run to 
perfection to nod home. 
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Manager Jim Crawford said after the game: “In the first half we had a couple of scary moments where they had some good opportunities. 

“We tightened up in the second half and our first goal was some good play down the right hand side and forced them into the own goal." 

"We made a couple of changes as we needed to freshen things up and the boys who came on gave us that injection of pace and forward running and you saw Tyreik Wright making a fantastic run on the left and 
Ross Tierney scoring a magnificent header — I’m absolutely delighted for him.” 

Republic of Ireland: Maher; Lyons, McEntee, McGuinness, Ferry; Connell (Tierney 87) , Noss (Gilbert, 72), Coventry, Watson (Wright 60), Kilkenny (Johansson 60) , Afolabi (Kayode, 46) 

Unused substitutes: Blair (GK), Rose (GK), Roughan, Richards, Lawal, Whelan, Flynn, Ebosele, MacNulty, Grant. 

Australia: Holmes; O’Toole, Cleur, Rich, Watts, Iredale, Armenakas, Kalik, Popovic, Teague, Tokich. 

Substitutes: Maynard-Brewer (GK), Grdic, Ryan, Arzani, Ouzounidis, Najjarine, Pennington, Francois, Chapman (Gk), Miller, Prso, 

Referee: Parejo Nieto (ESP) 


match report from Football Australia 

Second-half substitute Ramy Najjarine scored a spectacular curled effort but it would prove to be not enough as a late Republic of Ireland header saw Australia U23's suffer a 2-1 defeat in the first friendly of their 
Marbella Training Camp. 

In an even contest that saw both sides head into the break scoreless, a Jay Rich-Baghuelou own goal and 90th minute Ross Tierney header cancelled out a moment of magic from the A-League-based winger on a 
warm afternoon in Spain. 

Australia created the better chances early on, as Panos Armenakas saw his shot blocked on three minutes before Southampton's Caleb Watts launched a strike over the bar after 13. 

The selection overseen by Gary van Egmond and Trevor Morgan's best chance of the first 45 arrived five minutes before half time as John Iredale played a precise ball to release Anthony Kalik in behind, but the Croatia- 
based winger's effort could only sting the palms of Irish goalkeeper Sam Blair. 

Ireland then forged their best sight on goal in the closing seconds of the stanza as Louie Watson curled a dangerous effort over the bar. 

After a relatively even start to the second half, the breakthrough arrived for Ireland three minutes shy of the hour mark. 

Conor Noss fizzed a powerful low ball into the area that Jay Rich-Baghuelou could only deflect into his own net, beyond the reach of Jordan Holmes. 

Wide duo Daniel Arzani and Ramy Najjarine were introduced in the 54th minute, and 20 minutes later, the latter announced his arrival in spectacular fashion to draw Australia level. 

Najjarine found the ball at his feet out wide, before taking a step inside and powering a pinpoint effort into the top corner. 

Arzani then went close two minutes later, but the final goal of the match would arrive on the counter-attack - at the other end of the pitch. 

The 90th minute saw Ireland break with pace, with a ball whipped into the path of Ross Tierney who nodded home what would prove to be the winner. 

Australia's Marbella Training Camp will see them take part in three more friendlies over the coming days. Their next assignment is a meeting with fellow Asian nation Saudi Arabia. 

Australia U23s 1-2 Ireland U21s 

Australia Starting XI: 12. Jordan HOLMES, 3. Gabriel CLEUR, 4. Jay RICH-BAGHUELOU, 7. Anthony KALIK, 10. Panos ARMENAKAS , 14. John IREDALE, 19. Ryan TEAGUE, 22. Connor O’TOOLE, 

24. Marc TOKICH, 25. Caleb WATTS, 26. Kristian POPOVIC 

Substitutes: 15. Ramy NAJJARINE, 11. Daniel ARZANI, 21. Luka PRSO, 2. Doni GRDIC, 5. Dylan RYAN, 1. Ashley MAYNARD-BREWER, 18. Jacob CHAPMAN, 13. Con OUZOUNIDIS, 16. Nicholas PENNINGTON, 
17. Marlee FRANCOIS, 20. Murray MILLER 


The proposed match between Saudi Arabia U-23 and Australia U-23, scheduled to be played at the Estadio Municipal, Marbella, Spain on 5th. June 2021 at 14.00 kick-off, was cancelled due to developments in 
the conditions of precautionary measures against the Covid-19 virus, and in the interest of the safety of the players of the two teams. 
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Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Attendance 


8th. June 2021, 13.00 


Estadio Municipal, Marbella, Spain 


played behind closed 
doors 


Romania U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


half time, Romania U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
Time of 
substitution No. 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


Red Card substitution 


Position Red Card 


Mihai Aioani Ashley Maynard-Brewer 


Andrei Ratiu Gabriel Cleur 


START LIST 
Alexandru "Alex" Pagcanu Jay Rich-Baghuelou 


6! GK 
69* DF 
DF 
Dragos Nedelcu Di Dylan Ryan 


Di 
[_8__|_MF_|Marius Marin(e) |__| 2 MF __|Caleb Watts 
18 M 


Tyrese Francois 


MF __|Ryan Teague 


Ramy Najjarine 
John Iredale 


9 
FF 
| 2 | DF [Radu Boboc 22 F__|Connor O'Toole 
a ee ee 2) F 
6 F 
6 


FW 
Alexandru Matan FW 


MF Marco Dulca 89 

FW ___|George Cimpanu 19 
FW ___|Andrei Ciobanu 83 15 
Fw 4 14 
FW 


George Ganea MF Daniel Arzani 


Mihai Popa MF Anthony Kalik 


Cristian Manea MF Luka Prso 


Mihai Velisar MF Marc Tokich 


Ricardo Grigore MF Panos Armenakas 


3 DF Gabriel Buta 8 FW Nicholas D'Agostino 
2 F__|Doni Gridic 
Octavian Popescu 12 KK __|Jordan Holmes 
21 FW Valentin Costache 13 FF Con Ouzounidis 
| 27 
1 IF 
1 
K 
20 MF Murray Miller 


a a | 
i 
——— 26 MF __|Kristian Popovic 


Team Coach Ga 
JTeam Manager| Team Manager 
Assistant Referee 1 |Adrian Gonzalez Franco (Spain) 

fssitant Referee? [on 

match report from Microsoft News 

The Olyroos have crashed to a 1-0 defeat against Romania's U23 team in their second game of their friendly series at the Estadio Municipal, Marbella on Wednesday morning (AEST). 

Romania's George Ganea scored the only goal with a deft chip early in the contest, as Australia's U23 side again dominated for periods of the match, but failed to create many clear cut chances. 

Daniel Arzani showed some flashes of his best form down the left flank, while Nick D'Agostino had a strong influence on the game after coming on in the second half. 

In their second Spain-based friendly after the Saudi Arabia match was cancelled to due COVID-19 reasons, it was a fast, intensive start by the Olyroos, with the green and gold dominating the early stages with their 
pressing, passing and movement. 

But their susceptibility to attacks on the counter - as seen in the defeat to Ireland's U21 team - reared its ugly head early in the match with Romania taking the lead after only eight minutes. 

A long ball was floated in behind Jay-Rich Baghuelou, with Ganea prodding a chip over the onrushing Ashley Maynard-Brewer and into the back of the net. 

Shortly after, Maynard-Brewer failed to clear the ball after another swift counter, but the Romanian attacker failed to shoot on target despite the empty net, blasting the ball high and wide from a tight angle. 

The Olyroos didn't have a meaningful chance until the middle of the half, when a goalkeeper distribution error presented Najjarine with a chance, but the Newcastle Jets playmaker could only outside-foot a shot well 
wide. 

Arzani started to work his way into the match just before the break, looking lively down the left and linking up well with full back Connor O'Toole. 

It was Arzani who came closest to equalising for Australia on the stroke of half time, after being fouled on the edge of the area and then narrowly missed the resulting free kick by inches with the Romanian goalkeeper 
scrambling. 

The green and gold came out with renewed endeavour in the second half, as displayed by Najjarine, who robbed a Romanian defender of the ball and fired a shot over the bar in a sign of Australia's intentions to get 
back in the match. 

Perth Glory attacker D'Agostino entered the fray and made an immediate impact, but couldn't equalise when presented with a header in the penalty box. 

He then sprung Australia on a two-on-one counter after a Romanian corner, but his pass just couldn't find its way to Arzani, who would have had just the keeper to beat. 

Australia had most of the possession in the dying stages, but couldn't break down a stubborn Romanian defence. 


D 
as ee ee G 

a ee D idi 
Po MF Nicholas Pennington 
Pot FW Marlee Francois 
———— 


1 Jacob Chapman 


van Egmond 
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Australia U23/Olyroos XI vs Romania 
STARTERS: 1. Ashley Maynard Brewer; 2. Gabriel Cleur, 4. Jay Rich-Baghuelou, 5. Dylan Ryan, 22. Connor O'Toole; 6. Tyrese Francois, 19. Ryan Teague, 25. Caleb Watts; 15. Ramy Najjarine, 11. Daniel Arzani, 
14. John Iredale. 


SUBS: 2. Doni Gridic, 7. Anthony Kalik, 8. Nicholas D'Agostino, 10. Panos Armenakas, 12. Jordan Holmes, 13. Con Ouzounidis, 16. Nicholas Pennington, 17. Marlee Francois, 18. Jacob Chapman, 20. Murray Miller, 
21. Luka Prso, 24. Marc Tokich 26. Kristian Popovic. 


match report from Federatia Romana de Fotbal 


Tricolorii Under 23 au castigat cu 1-0 duelul cu Australia. A fost a doua partida din turneul preolimpic desfasurat in Spania. in primul meci, Romania a pierdut la limita cu Mexic, 0-1. 
08 IUNIE 


ROMANIA — AUSTRALIA 1-0 

A marcat: Ganea (10) 

ROMANIA: 12. Aioani (1. Popa, 69) — 15. Ratiu (6. Manea, 69), 4. Pascanu, 16. Nedelcu, 2. Boboc (19. Velisar, 83) — 8. Marin (Cpt.) (17. Grigore, 89), 18. Dulca (3. Buta, 89) — 10. Cimpanu, 
11. Ciobanu (22. Perianu, 83), 20. Matan (7. Popescu, 46) — 9. Ganea (21. Costache, 69). 

Selectioner: Nicolae Dica. 

Rezerve: 1. Popa, 3. Buta, 6. Manea, 7. Popescu, 17. Grigore, 19. Velisar, 21. Costache, 22. Perianu. 


AUSTRALIA: 1. Maynard-Brewer — 3. Cleur, 4. Rich-Baghuelou, 5. Dylan, 22. Connor — 25. Caleb (7. Kalik, 63), 6. Tyrese (21. Prso, 77), 19. Teague (24. Tokich, 77) — 15. Najjarine (10. Armenakas, 77), 
14. Iredale (8. D'Agostino, 63), 11. Arazani 


Selectioner: Gary Rudy Peter van Egmond 
Rezerve: 2. Grdic, 7. Kalik, 8. DAgostino, 10. Armenakas, 12. Holmes, 13. Ouzounidis, 16. Pennington, 17. Marlee, 18. Chapman, 20. Miller, 21. Prso, 24. Tokich, 26. Popovic. 


2021.4 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Attendance 


12th. June 2021, 20.00 


Estadio Municipal, Marbella, Spain 


Mexico U-23..3 v. 


Australia U-23..2 


Temperature 
played behind closed 
doors 


Goal 
(minute) 


Luis Angel Malagon Velazquez 


Yellow 
Card 


half time, Mexico U-23..1 v. 
Time of 
substitution No. 
START LIST 


Australia U-23..1 
Position 


Ashley Maynard-Brewer 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 


Card _ |Red Card 


Time of 
substitution 


Erick Germain Aguirre Tafolla 


Gabriel Cleur 


Jesus Alberto Angulo Uriarte 


Jay Rich-Baghuelou 


Johan Felipe Vazquez Ibarra 


Kevin Nahin Alvarez Campos 59 
José Joaquin Esquivel Martinez 


Alan Cervantes Martin del Campo 


Dylan Ryan 


MF Anthony Kalik 
MF Panos Armenakas 


Fernando Beltran Cruz 


MF Daniel Arzani 


Ernesto Alexis Vega Rojas 
Jesus Ricardo Angulo Uriarte 


MF Ryan Teague 
Connor O'Toole 


31(pk), 49 


José Juan Macias Guzman 


Caleb Watts 


Gilberto Sepulveda Lopez 


Jordan Holmes 


Marcel Alejandro Ruiz Suarez 


Nicholas D'Agostino 


Alejandro Zendejas Saavedra 


Ramy Najjarine 


Eduardo Daniel Aguirre Lara 


Nicholas Pennington 


Team Coach Jaime Lozano Espin 


Team Coach 


Marc Tokich 
Gary van Egmond 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee Guillermo Paradas Mazuela (Spain) 


Assistant Referee 1 | Francisco Manuel Gomez Florido (Spain) 


Assistant Referee 2 |Miguel Angel Sanchez Palomo (Spain) 


match report from Federacién Mexicana de Futbol Asociacién 
Sabado 12 de junio de 2021 

México 3-2 Australia 

Estadio: Municipal de Marbella 

20:00 hrs. (L) 

13:00 hrs. (CM) 

Marbella, Espafia 

Arbitro: Guillermo Paradas Mazuela (ESP) 

Arbitro Asistente 1: Francisco Manuel Gomez Florido (ESP) 
Arbitro Asistente 2: Miguel Angel Sanchez Palomo (ESP) 
Cuarto Arbitro: Arantxa Pérez Almendrote (ESP) 


La Seleccién Nacional de México Olimpica cerré su serie de partidos de preparacién de la gira que realizan por Marbella, Espafia, venciendo por tres goles a dos a su similar de Australia. 
Gol México: 19.- J.R. Angulo al 32’; 3.- K. Alvarez al 59' y 20.- E. Aguirre al 77’. 


Goles Australia: 11.- D. Arzani al 31' y al 49". 


El equipo dirigido por Jaime Lozano concluye con esto su gira en Marbella, Espafia, regresando el dia de mafiana a la Ciudad de México, en donde el equipo mexicano rompera concentracion. 


Alineaciones 


México: 1.- L. Malagén; 14.- E. Aguirre; 4.- J. Angulo (18.- G. Sepulveda, 46’); 5.- J. Vazquez; 3.- K. Alvarez; 16.- J. Esquivel; 6.- A. Cervantes; 15.- F. Beltran (8.- M. Ruiz, 80'); 10.- A. Vega (11.- A. Zendejas, 46’); 


19.- J.R. Angulo y 9.- J. Macias (20.- E. Aguirre, 46'). DT. J. Lozano. 


Australia: 1.- A. Maynard-Brewer (12.- J. Holmes, 46'); 3.- G. Cleur; 4.- J. Rich-Baghuelou; 5.- D. Ryan; 6.- T. Francois; 7.- A. Kalik (8.- N. D'Agostino, 63'); 10.- P. Armenakas (15.- R. Najjarine, 63'); 11.- D. Arzani; 
19.- R. Teague (16.- N. Pennington, 77'); 22.- C. O'Toole y 25.- C. Watts (24.- M. Tokich, 77'). DT. G. Van Egmond. 


Amonestaciones 
México: 4.- J. Angulo al 25'; 14.- E. Aguirre al 40'. 


Australia: 7.- A. Kalik al 20'; 4.- J. Rich-Baghuelou al 27'; 6.- T. Francois al 28'; 10.- P. Armenakas al 40'. 


2021.5 


match report from Football Australia 

The Australia U23's led on two separate occasions but eventually suffered a 3-2 defeat at the hands of Mexico in the final fixture of their Marbella Training Camp on Sunday morning (AEST). 

A brace from Daniel Arzani would prove to be not enough as goals from Angulo Uriarte, Alvarez Campos and an Aguirre Lara diving header with 12 minutes to play consigned Australia to a third narrow defeat. 
While Mexico created a handful of half-chances in a physical opening, it was Australia who would take the lead from the penalty spot on 32 minutes. 

From the second phase of a corner, Arzani plucked the ball out of the air with expert control and was brought down as he looked to take on his marker. 

The 22-year-old stood up and cooly dispatched the spot kick into the bottom right corner - however Australia would not enjoy their lead for long. 

Less than two minutes later, a quickly-taken free kick caught out the Australian defence, allowing for Uriarte to slot home past Ashley Maynard-Brewer. 

1-1 is how the score stood at the interval before the side overseen by Gary van Egmond and Trevor Morgan regained their advantage five minutes into the second half. 

An impressive burst of speed and skill from Southampton midfielder Caleb Watts saw him skip through a couple of opponents and instantly turn defence into attack, before playing a ball into the feet of Arzani who drove 
in a powerful effort from long range. 

Mexican goalkeeper Magalon Velazquez failed to deal with the strike, spilling the ball into the post and eventually deflecting it into the back of the net. 

However yet again, Australia would be reeled back in less than ten minutes later as Campos steered a low strike into the back of the net. 

Australia then turned to their bench, introducing the likes of Ramy Najjarine and Nicholas D'Agostino in an attempt to turn the tides again. 

However it would be Mexico who would find a decisive third goal as substitute Lara lashed home a strong diving header to grant the CONCACAF nation the lead for the first time. 

Australia pushed hard in search of a late equaliser but it was not to be, as their Marbella Training Camp came to a close with another defeat by the tightest of margins. 

Australia U23: 2 (Arzani 32’, 50') 

Mexico U23: 3 (Uriarte 33', Campos 59, Lara 78') 

Australia Starting XI: 1. Ashley MAYNARD-BREWER, 3. Gabriel CLEUR, 4. Jay RICH-BAGHUELOU, 5. Dylan RYAN, 6. Tyrese FRANCOIS, 7. Anthony KALIK (C), 10. Panos ARMENAKAS, 11. Daniel ARZANI, 
19. Ryan TEAGUE, 22. Connor O’TOOLE, 25. Caleb WATTS 

Substitutes: 2. Doni GRDIC, 8. Nicholas D’AGOSTINO, 12. Jordan HOLMES, 13. Con OUZOUNIDIS, 14. John IREDALE, 15. Ramy NAJJARINE, 16. Nicholas PENNINGTON, 17. Marlee FRANCOIS, 

18. Jacob CHAPMAN, 20. Murray MILLER, 21. Luka PRSO, 24. Marc TOKICH, 26. Kristian POPOVIC 


2021.6 


Date & Time 
12th. July 2021, 18.00 


Venue Weather 


Rain 


New Zealand U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, New Zealand U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Attendance 
played behind closed 
doors 


ZA Oripri Stadium, Ichihara City, Japan 


Michael Woud 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


substitution No. Position Name 


START LIST 


GK Thomas Glover 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


Red Card | substitution 


Dane Ingham 


DF Joel King 


Liberato Cacace 


DF Kye Rowles 


Winston Reid (c ) 


Gianni Stensness 


DF Harry Souttar 


Thomas Deng 
Dylan Pierias 


Joe Bell 


Connor Metcalfe 


Clayton Lewis 
Callum McCowatt 


Denis Genreau 
Daniel Arzani 


Elijah Just 


Caleb Watts 


46""** 


Christopher "Chris" Wood 


| FW__ [Joseph 
| | DF [Callan Elliot 


"Joe" Champness 


55(pk) 


Mitchell Duke 


(over age) 


2 MF Nathaniel Atkinson 
Jay Rich-Baghuelou 


46" 


MF Reno Piscopo 


5 DF 

6 MF Keanu Baccus 
7 

9 


FW Nicholas D'Agostino 


MF Riley McGree 


46°" 


GK Ashley Maynard-Brewer 


FW Lachlan Wales 


46* 


FW Matthew Garbett 

MF Benjamin "Ben" Old 
GK Alex Paulsen 

GK Jamie Searle 

DF George Stanger 

MF Sam Sutton 

FW Benjamin "Ben" Waine 


Team Coach Danny Hay 


FW Marco Tilio 
22 GK Jordan Holmes 


MF Cameron Devlin 
Graham Arnold 


Team Coach 


72 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 | 


match report from New Zealand Football 


The Men’s Olympic Team’s road to Tokyo 2020 kicked off in style with a 2-0 win over the Olyroos in Ichihara, Japan. 
Two second half goals from Burnley's Chris Wood and FC Helsingor’s Eli Just sealed the win for Danny Hay’s side, the first win over Australia since 2002. 
The game started as a cagey affair with both teams working themselves into the game. It wasn’t until the 25th minutes that the Olyroos had a half-chance, with a cross aimed at attacker Dylan Pierias well held by NZ 


Team keeper Michael Woud. 


On the 36th minute it roles were reversed as a Liberato Cacace cross from the left wing nearly reached Chris Wood but the striker was just beaten to it by Australia stopper Thomas Glover. 
Chris Wood was again denied in the 39th minute as the pressure started to build on the Australians going into half-time. 
10 minutes into the second half the deadlock was finally broken. Callum McCowatt was brought down in the box and Premier League marksman Chris Wood stepped up to convert the resulting penalty. 
Following the goal the teams exchanged a few half chances in the ZA Oripri Stadium, the Kiwi press a constant threat. 

The Olympic side doubled their lead on the 83rd minute as forward Eli Just’s rocket from outside the box flew past the Australian keeper into the top corner of the net. 
After three additional minutes the referee blew his whistle to seal a great win on the way to the Games. 


2021.7 


play-by-play match report from Football Australia 

1' Our hit-out against New Zealand here in Ichihara City is underway as Mitchell Duke gets the ball rolling for Australia! Stay tuned for further updates. 

5' Australia create the first opportunity of the night, as Dylan Pierias bursts down the right and delivers a cross that narrowly evades the onrushing Mitchell Duke. 

10' It's been an even start, with both teams trading possession in midfield. Decent speed to the match so far. 

14' Caleb Watts shows his speed to get in behind and whip in a dangerous cross that can't quite find the foot of an onrushing Australian attacker. 

18' A flowing move from New Zealand makes its way into the area - however the attack is well marshalled by Harry Souttar, who wins us a goal kick. 

24' Daniel Arzani makes a sharp move down the left side and releases a ball that nearly falls finds Duke & Watts, but the New Zealand defence intervene and OlyWhites goalkeeper Michael Woud can claim. 

32' Still no score. Australia are maintaining possession well but have been unable to find a through so far. 

36' Action at both ends! 

Former Wellington Phoenix left back Liberato Cacace bursts down the left, however his cross for the onrushing Chris Wood is claimed by Thomas Glover. 

In response, Glover releases a booming kick downfield which Mitch Duke nods into the path of Daniel Arzani, whose well-struck effort is palmed away by Michael Woud and cleared by the New Zealand defence. 
38' Chris Wood strikes from just outside the area however the Premier League attacker's effort is blocked by Harry Souttar. 

39' Wood is involved again, this time seeing his left-fotted shot saved well by Thomas Glover, who gets down low to his left to tip the ball away for a corner. Off the following set piece Australia win a free kick after a foul 
in the box. 

45' HALF TIME | Chances at both ends but we are level at the break. 

46' The teams are making their way onto the pitch for the second stanza. Five changes for Australia with Nathaniel Atkinson, Reno Piscopo, Riley McGree, Keanu Baccus, Lachlan Wales entering the match as we get 
minutes into the legs of many players in today’s training match. Mitchell Duke, Dylan Pierias, Caleb Watts, Denis Arzani and Denis Genreau are the players who make way. 

51' Cacace swings a dangerous cross into the area however Souttar beats Chris Wood to the ball and heads to safety. 

55' GOAL - New Zealand take the lead from the penalty spot, as an attacker is brought down in the area and Chris Wood dispatches from eleven metres. 

67' A half-chance for Australia as Connor Metcalfe plays in Lachlan Wales. Wales' strike from inside the area is blocked by the New Zealand defence. 

72’ Australia make three more changes as Rowles, Metcalfe, and Deng exit the game. Tilio, Devlin and Rich-Baghuelou are now on the pitch. 

77 Awell-orchestrated move down the left for Australia sees King, McGree & Piscopo link up, but the Wellington Phoenix attacker's ball into the box is cleared by the NZ defence. 

83' New Zealand double their lead. A thumping Elijah Just strike from outside the area makes it 2-0 with less than ten minutes remaining. 

90+1’ Piscopo bursts down the left and his cross is headed at goal by Lachlan Wales, however New Zealand’s keeper collects. 

FULL TIME: Australia 0-2 New Zealand - Today’s training match ends in a 2-0 defeat to New Zealand on a wet evening in Chiba Prefecture. 


2021.8 


Date & Time 


Venue 


Weather 


Attendance 


15th. July 2021, 18.00 


ZA Oripri Stadium, Ichihara City, Japan 


played behind closed 
doors 


New Zealand U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 


half time, New Zealand..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
Time of 
substitution No. 
START LIST 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


Position Red Card | substitution 


Michael Woud GK Ashley Maynard-Brewer 


Dane Ingham MF Nathaniel Atkinson 


Liberato Cacace DF Harry Souttar (c ) 


Winston Reid (c ) 


| | DF [Nando Pijnaker 
| | MF [GianniStensness | 
IF 


DF Jay Rich-Baghuelou 
F 


D Kye Rowles 
Riley McGree 


Connor Metcalfe 60*** 


MF Daniel Arzani 60°F 


Mitchell Duke 


(over age) 


FW 


ee ee ee 

a ee MF 
MF Denis Genreau 
MF 


M 

MF Clayton Lewis 

FW Callum McCowatt 

FW Elijah Just 

FW Christopher "Chris" Wood 


[ [MF [marke Stamenic ae el F 
[| FW|Joseph “Jos” Champness a cameron Devin 
a a ey F 
IF 


FW Lachlan Wales 
SUBSTITUTES 


MI Reno Piscopo 
Ml 
[| ——sd| DF [Callan Elliot MI Caleb Watts 


Keanu Baccus 


Marco Tilio 


Jordan Holmes 


FW Benjamin "Ben" Waine Mi 
MF Sam Sutton FW 
FW Matthew Garbett GK 
DF 


|Team Coach |DannyHay i Tea Coach 
jTeamManager | Team Manager 


Graham Arnold 


match report from New Zealand Football 

The Men’s Olympic Team continued their warm-up to Tokyo 2020 with a second game against Australia tonight at the ZA Oripri Stadium, Ichihara, going down 1-0 after a Mitch Duke goal in the 3rd minute. 

A tight affair throughout, both teams carved out chances but the Kiwi side unfortunately couldn't match their Monday result which saw them win 2-0. 

The team lined up remained unchanged, starting with Michael Woud, Dane Ingham, Liberato Cacace, Winston Reid, Nando Pijnaker, Gianni Stensness, Joe Bell, Clayton Lewis, Callum McCowatt, Elijah Just and 
Chris Wood. The second half saw minutes for substitutes Marko Stamenic, Joe Champness, Callan Elliot, Ben Waine, Sam Sutton, Matt Garbett and George Stanger. 

After the game, Head Coach Danny Hay spoke about the performance: 

“Obviously disappointing to lose a football match first and foremost, probably the manor of the goal is not ideal but we’ve seen that happen at every level of the game. It’s just one of those things that happens to 
goalkeepers from time to time." 

“But look, the way the boys rallied, they didn’t lose any confidence, they didn’t drop their heads. They really worked their way back into the game." 

“| thought particularly the second half we were excellent. Created some really good opportunities towards the back end of the game and probably a little unlucky not to come out of the game with something at least.” 
The team play in Group B at the Games alongside Republic of Korea, Honduras and Romania. Their campaign gets underway against Republic of Korea on Thursday 22 July at Ibaraki Kashima Stadium. 


match report from Football Australia 

Australia’s Olyroos continued their preparations for the forthcoming Tokyo 2020 Men’s Football Tournament with a behind-closed-doors training match against New Zealand on Thursday evening. 

Mitch Duke’s third minute strike at the ZA Oripri Stadium in Ichihara City separated the two sides at half- and full-time in a match less about the outcome and more about the physical and tactical preparations of the 
two nations heading into their respective Tokyo 2020 campaigns. 

Mitch Duke’s third minute strike at the ZA Oripri Stadium in Ichihara City separated the two sides at half- and full-time in a match less about the outcome and more about the physical and tactical preparations of the 
two nations heading into their respective Tokyo 2020 campaigns. 

Graham Arnold’s Olyroos and Danny Hay’s OlyWhites both took the opportunity to rotate their sides — and Australia its system — throughout the 90 minutes in Chiba Prefecture, as the Trans-Tasman rivals each 
geared up for the start of the Tokyo 2020 Men’s Football Tournament next week. 

Australia started with a line-up of Ashley Maynard-Brewer between the posts, with Nathaniel Atkinson, captain Harry Souttar, Jay Rich-Baghuelou, Kye Rowles, Riley McGree, Denis Genreau, Connor Metcalfe, 
Daniel Arzani, Duke, and Lachlan Wales ahead of the Charlton Athletic custodian. 

Just over 60 minutes into the match Arnold injected seven fresh players into the action, with Reno Piscopo, Cameron Devlin, Caleb Watts, Keanu Baccus, Marco Tilio, and Jordan Holmes entering into the contest for 
Duke, Wales, Rich-Baghuelou, Metcalfe, Genreau, Arzani, and Maynard-Brewer respectively. 

The training match offered the Olyroos the chance to spread the match minutes for the group, who on Saturday will depart their bubble in Ichihara City east of Tokyo for Sapporo on the island of Hokkaido. 


2021.9 


Olympic Games Finals, Group C 


Date & Time Venue 


22nd. July 2021, 19.30 


Attendance 
played behind closed 
doors 


Sapporo Dome, Sapporo, Japan 


Argentina U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..2 
half time, Argentina U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 


Goal 
(minute) 


Jeremias Conan Ledesma 
(over age) 


Time of 
substitution 


Yellow 


Card _|Red Card 


START LIST 


No. Position 


GK 


Thomas Glover 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Card 


Time of 


Red Card | substitution 


Facundo Medina 


DF 


Harry Souttar 


Patricio Pérez (c) 


DF 


Thomas Deng (c ) 


4 DF 
| 8 | MF 


Hernan de la Fuente 


es ee Cc Nathaniel Atkinson 


1 


17 


Joel King 


6 DF 
DF 
MF 


Connor Metcalfe 


NX 


5 MF 
19 MF 
| 9 | FW 


13 DF 


Fausto Vera 

Francisco Ortega 

Carlos Fernando Valenzuela 
Adolfo Gaich 


Ezequiel Ponce Martinez 


Marcelo Herrera Mansilla Barrios 


45+2 45+3 


es ee | 


67 
62 
78 
78* 

3 


85 46 


SUBSTITUTES 


FW 
FW 


15 MF 
19 


Mitchell Duke 


over age, 


Lachlan Wales 


Caleb Watts 
Marco Tilio 


= 


NUN 


N 
| 


MF 


Tomas Belmonte 


Nicholas D'Agostino 


MF 


Martin Payero 


Keanu Baccus 


FW 


Pedro de la Vega 


Kye Rowles 


DF 


Julio Leonel Mosevich 


Ashley Maynard Brewer 


GK 


Lautaro Morales 


Dylan Pierias 


PPS 
o| 9/6 


Team Coach Fernando Batista 

Team Manager 

Referee Srdan Jovanovic (Serbia) 
Assistant Referee 1 |UroS Stojkovié (Serbia) 


Assistant Referee 2 | Milan Mihajlovié (Serbia) 


Team Coach Graham Arnold 


Team Manager 


match report from the AFC 

An early goal from Lachlan Wales gave the Olyroos a dream start before substitute Marco Tilio scored in his first involvement of the match 10 minutes from time to give Australia their first win in the tournament since 
2004. 

The result, coupled with Spain’s goalless draw with Egypt earlier on Thursday, means Graham Arnold’s men top the standings after Matchday One. 

Appearing in their first men’s Olympic football match in 13 years, Australia took less than two minutes to signal their intent as a mazy Daniel Arzani run put the South Americans under early pressure. 

Australia’s positivity paid dividends when they took a surprise lead in the 13th minute, with left-back Joel King getting goal-side of the defence with an overlapping run before picking out Wales, who turned the low cross 
into the net from close range. 

Arnold’s pre-tournament claim that Australia should look at the daunting Group C as the “group of dreams” looked a prescient one, especially when Riley McGree forced Jeremias Ledesma into a save with an 
audacious bicycle kick, but Argentina’s Ezequiel Barco gave the Olyroos a scare when he hit the crossbar from distance at the other end. 

It was a seesawing and compelling contest, but it swung sharply in Australia’s favour just before half time when Argentine defender Francisco Ortega was shown a second yellow card for some off-the-ball wrestling with 
McGree just before half-time. 

Despite being a man down, the Albicelestes kept the bulk of possession and had more of the shots on goal for most of the second half, and it looked as though Australia had missed their chance to put the game to 
bed when Wales fired an effort straight at Ledesma with the goal at his mercy in the 71st minute. 

But that missed opportunity was quickly forgotten thanks to Tilio, who powered a superb 25-yard strike into the net having replaced Arzani just a minute prior to seal a famous victory for Arnold’s side. 

They'll look to bring down another giant when they meet star-studded Spain on Sunday, while Argentina will begin their rescue mission against Egypt. 


2021.10 


match report from Football Australia 

The Sapporo Dome on the Japanese Island of Hokkaido was the stage for the much-anticipated Olyroos Opener against the might of Argentina. 

The Matildas with a winning start against New Zealand, the men’s team desperate to do the same in the first Olympic appearance by the Olyroos in 13 years. 
Their super positive coach Graham Arnold with high expectations after the bold statement ‘this team was ready to shock the world.’ 

Players from both teams took the knee to say racism of any kind is unacceptable on a hot and humid Japanese night. 

The electrifying Daniel Arzani showed his flare early down the left flank. But while Argentina were on the attack, the Olyroos would match it in defence too. 
15 minutes in the boy from Terrigal Lachie Wales ‘shocked the world’, on the end of a Joel King cross he guided it into the back of the net. 

The Olyroos up 1-0 up courtesy of the former beach sprint champ from the Central Coast. 

18th minute and Argentina’s Carlos Veuneswaile had a shot at goal, but the young Australians were up to it again. 

29th minute and the Olyroos went oh so close with a bicycle kick from Riley McGree. 

Argentina kept up the pressure late in the first half a long-range attempt hitting the crossbar after Glover let it sail over his head. 

Lachie Wales hitting the woodwork himself a few minutes before the break, ruled offside either way. 

Then a stunning moment on the stroke of half time the Olyroos chance of victory skyrocketed when Argentina’s Ortega was controversially red carded. 
Daniel Arzarni was at it again early in the second half his shot saved by Argentine Goaly Ledesma. 

Down to ten men but Argentina went hard at the Olyroos Glover needing to stop a long-range effort from Peres. 

Yellow cards started to mount for the Australians, and a nervous moment in the 57th minute an Argentinian strike found the outside of the net. 

Medina lucky not to be a second player red carded after leading with his feet while defending Australia’s goal scorer Wales. 

In the 71st minute Wales looked set for a second before a great Ledesma save. 

Riley McGree doing the lead up work for Wales and could have probably scored himself, minutes later his long-range effort saw Ledsma scrambling before it landed on top of the net. 
Then boom 80th minute Mitch Duke did the lead up work for a brilliant strike from replacement Marco Tilio and Arnolds team was up 2-0. 

Australia’s win taking them to the top of the pool after the Spain v Egypt match finished in a 0-0 draw earlier in the night. 

There was a late chance with Duke and Baccus combining, but Baccus’ strike flew wide. 

An historic Australian win, 2-0 over Argentina. 


2021.11 


Olympic Games Finals, Group C 
Date & Time Venue Temperature Attendance 


25th. July 2021, 20.30 Sapporo Dome, Sapporo, Japan played ponies closed 


Spain U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Spain U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) Card | Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute) Card _|Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 


Unai Simon Mendibil Thomas Glover 

Marc Cucurella Saseta Harry Souttar 

Pau Francisco Torres Thomas Deng (c ) 83 
Eric Garcia Martret Joel King 


Mikel Oyarzabal Ugarte Mitchell Duke 
(over age) 
Javier Puado Diaz Daniel Arzani 


Pedro Gonzalez Lopez "Pedri" Lachlan Wales 


Bryan Gil Salvatierra 57 Marco Tilio 


ee oe a= Marco Asensio Willemsen 
| 9 | 7 
i i 
Alvaro Fernandez Llorente 
PS | F  [Jestis Vallejolazaro§ Td 
[Team Manager | 


match report from the AFC 

Buoyed by their 2-0 win over Argentina three days prior, the Olyroos were forced to defend for much of the contest against Luis de la Fuente’s side, but it took until the 80th minute for Mikel Oyarzabal to finally break 
the deadlock. 

Despite their defeat, Australia remain in second place in Group C, a position that will see them through to the knockout stage should they retain it in their final group match against Egypt on Wednesday. 

While Australia came into Matchday Two as group leaders, Spain were looking to improve on a goalless draw against Egypt in their first outing, and it was the Europeans who were on the front foot from the opening 
whistle. 

They dominated the play in the first half, having nine unanswered shots at goal and keeping more than 70 percent of possession, but a disciplined Australia refused to give an inch, defending with focus throughout. 
Barcelona prodigy Pedri had a powerful volley well saved by Tom Glover, while Oyarzabal hit the woodwork, but Australia survived the opening 45 minutes to reach half-time still in the game. 

The second half began in a somewhat sour fashion for Australia as yellow cards to Riley McGree and Mitch Duke confirmed the pair will miss Wednesday's clash against Egypt through suspension, but Graham 
Arnold’s men had more immediate concerns as Spain’s ascendancy continued unabated. 

Arnold added an extra defender by introducing Kye Rowles in favour of forward Lachlan Wales, but Spain still managed to create opportunities, with Dani Olmo, Pedri and substitute Rafa Mir all frustrated not to have 
beaten Glover with efforts on goal. 

Spain were now in direct competition with the clock as much as the Australians, and they finally got their goal with 10 minutes remaining, when Marco Asensio provided a pinpoint cross for Oyarzabal, who gave Glover 
no chance with an excellent glancing header. 

Their resistance broken, Australia lost the influential right-back Nathaniel Atkinson to suspension after he was yellow carded in the final seconds, giving them further headaches ahead of their decisive clash against 
Egypt, while new group leaders Spain will look to secure their place in the last eight when they meet Argentina. 
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match report from Football Australia 

Full of confidence after their two-nil win over Argentina, the Aussie young guns had to watch their step with seven players coming into the game with yellow cards. 

It was a yellow card to the opposition that gave the Olyroos an early but unfruitful attacking opportunity. It was clear Spain were out to stop Daniel Arzani, the defence quick to counter any space he gained. 

The Spanish were desperate for a victory after an underwhelming nil-all draw with Egypt on matchday one and although a little clunky, the Australians made life tough for their highly fancied opponents from the opening 
whistle. 

Both teams with a couple of half chances in the first 20 minutes, Pedri from Spain with the best of them but Australia’s Thomas Glover was up to the challenge. A minute later Spain were on the attack again, 
Oyarzabal hitting the wood work. 

Graham Arnold has made it clear this team is going for the top of the podium and, to get there, defence would have to be tight — the Olyroos were rock like in the first half against the Spanish. 

The silky Spanish had the better of the chances in the first 45 minutes but the teams entered the break locked at nil-all. The young Aussies kept possession early in the second half and a crisp sequence saw a shot, 
although a wayward one. 

The curse of the yellow cards played out when Riley McGree was handed a yellow — he'll miss the final group game against Egypt. Mitch Duke coped a tough yellow and he also won't play next fixture. 

The Spanish continued to pepper the goal and the defiant young Aussies desperately kept them out. 

Some tactical changes by Arnold, including the introduction of game one star Marco Tilio, immediately made the Olyroos look more likely, but wave after wave of Spanish attack kept coming. 

Glover, the Olyroo shot stopper, was kept on his toes by the Spanish, but he was up to it every time. 81 minutes in something had to give and it came from a header from Real Sociedad flyer Oyarzabal. 

Australia pushed for a leveller, with big Harry Souttar nearly heading it in, but it wasn’t to be. 

The Olyroos’ fate remains in their hands — a win or draw against Egypt in Miyagi on Wednesday will be enough for the squad to reach the knockout phase. Unfortunately, the green and gold will also be without 
Nathaniel Atkinson, after he picked up a late yellow card. 

The Spanish with a narrow win, 0-1. 
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Olympic Games Finals, Group C 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
28th. July 2021, 20.00 Miyagi Stadium, Rifu, Japan played ita closed 


Egypt U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..0 


half time, Egypt U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow Time of 
(minute) Card | Red Card| substitution No. Position (minute) Card |Red Card} substitution 


START LIST 


1 GK Mohamed El Shenawy Gomaa Thomas Glover 
6 DF Ahmed Ali Elsayed Hegazy Harry Souttar 
18 DF Mahmoud Hamdi "El Wensh” Attia Thomas Deng (c) 


| 4 | DF |OsamaGalalToeima_ | Dylan Pierias 
Joel King 
10 MF Ramadan Sobhi Ahmed Denis Genreau 
Akram Tawfik El Hagrasi Connor Metcalfe 
Taher Mohamed Mahmoud Nicholas D'Agostino 
Salah Mohsen Shalabi Lachlan Wales 
Ahmed Yasser Rayyan Marco Tilio 


2 MF Ammar Hamdi Omar 85 Keanu Baccus 
| 8 | =F |NasserMaherElNouhi_ | 
Team Manager| 


match report from the AFC 

Goals from Ahmed Yasser Rayyan and Amar Hamdy denied the Olyroos the point they needed, with Graham Arnold’s side squandering the opportunity to advance having beaten Argentina 2-0 in the opening match. 
Egypt’s win was underpinned by a stellar second-half performance from goalkeeper Mohamed El Shenawy, who made a number of fine saves to send his side to the last eight. 

While Australia only needed a point to advance, Egypt had no option but to win and those conflicting objectives were reflected in the way each approached the early stages of the match, with the North African side 
attacking from the opening whistle. 

Mohsen Salah missed two good scoring chances in the opening skirmishes and, while Nick D’Agostino did send a headed effort high and wide in the 27th minute, Australia were clearly second best in a first half where 
Egypt had 63 per cent of possession. 

They were finally rewarded for that dominance with a minute remaining in the first half by a lovely goal scored by Rayan, who found the net from directly in front of goal after Ramadan Sobhi had tricked his way past 
Harry Souttar as part of a terrific team move. 

Forced into a series of selection reshuffles due to suspensions to Mitch Duke, Riley McGree and Nathaniel Atkinson, Australia had been left wanting in the first half, but the introduction of Daniel Arzani at half-time 
provided the Olyroos with a clear and immediate boost. 

The talented winger asked questions of the Egyptians and forced Mohamed El Shenawy into his first genuine save, but poor passing lower down the pitch repeatedly hampered the Olyroos efforts, with one such 
giveaway from Keanu Baccus leading to a close shave from Hamdy, who rattled the crossbar with 20 minutes remaining before Sobhi headed the rebound narrowly over. 

With time rapidly running out, Arnold threw towering defender Jay Rich-Baghuelou on as a striker, but Australia were denied by the brilliance of El Shenawy, who made superb saves to deny Arzani, then Thomas Deng, 
as the match entered its final 10 minutes. 

Those saves were all the more important when Hamdy doubled the advantage five minutes from time, pouncing on a poor spill from goalkeeper Tom Glover to slam the ball home and send Egypt into a quarter-final 
against Brazil on Saturday. 


Spain’s 1-1 draw with Argentina in Group C’s other match means Australia finished at the bottom of the group having led it after Matchday One with their 17-year drought since their last knockout stage appearance 
destined to go until at least 2024. 
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match report from Football Australia 

A number of Australian players were missing because of yellow card accumulation, but a draw would be good enough to move through to the Quarter Finals. 

The Pharaohs also needed a result to advance, but for Egypt it was win or bust. 

Egypt came straight out of the blocks on the attack and had a few chances that they couldn't convert. 

Meanwhile, Australia made a disjointed start, with their first real chance coming towards the end of the first half. 

Unfortunately for the Olyroos, Nicholas D'Agostino couldn't get his header on target. 

The new combinations for the Olyroos were taking a while to gel. 

Then in the final minute of the opening half Egypt got their first goal of the tournament. 

As Australian commentator Andy Harper said the Egyptians had coughed and spluttered all night right to that moment in the shadows of half-time. 

Ahmed Rayan finished the opportunity to give Egypt a 1-0 lead after a precise delivery from Ramadan Sobhy. 

Graham Arnold made a couple of changes at half-time. 

Daniel Arzani and Keanu Baccus entered proceedings and the Olyroos were quickly on the attack and looked a lot more like a team that was about to score. 

Marco Tilio and Arzani combined to force a save from Egyptian goalkeeper Mohamed Elshenawy, who was a strong performer on the night. 

Minutes later some magical feet from Arzani forced another desperate save. 

Time ticked by and Egypt went within a whisker of extending their lead when an attempt rattled the woodwork, with the subsequent header at goal floating over the crossbar. 

A good strike from Arzani was brilliantly tipped over the bar with ten minutes left. 

Olyroos captain Thomas Deng's header off the next corner was denied with another desperate save from Elshenawy. 

There was heartbreak for Australia when Egypt extended their lead in the 85th minute. 

Australia pushed to reduce the arrears as the clock wound down, however desperate defending from Egypt kept the Olyroos at bay. 

Following the match, Olyroos Head Coach Graham Arnold told media in Miyagi that his squad — which defeated Argentina in their opening fixture, and narrowly lost to European heavyweights Spain throughout the 
Group Stage — would take a lot from the tournament. 

"It has been a fantastic experience and journey," Arnold said. "I am extremely proud of the players.” 

"These boys will go home with fantastic memories of beating Argentina and really pushing Spain the whole way." 

"Did those two games take it out of us? Maybe. (But) in the past the Olympics has developed and created a lot of national team players for the Socceroos, and the reason that | took this job on was to do that." 
"The most important thing was that we qualified for this tournament, which enabled these kids to continue their journey at youth national team level for another 12 months and to play in a major tournament." 

"| feel that we have come away from here with much more depth for the Socceroos and couldn't be prouder of the way that our players have represented the Australian Olympic Team both on and off the pitch." 
Australia's football fortunes now lie with the Matildas, who will play Great Britain in a Quarter Final on Friday in Kashima. 


2021.15 


The Brunei U23 team withdrew from the AFC Asian Cup U23 qualification Group G on 3rd. September 2021. 
The Chinese Football Association (CFA) then withdrew from hosting the AFC U23 Asian Cup 2022 due to scheduling conficts, stadium completion timelines ahead of other international events and challenges created 


by the Covid-19 pandemic. 


Date & Time 


AFC Asian Cup U23, Qualification, Group G 


Venue 


Weather 


Temperature 


Attendance 


27th. October 2021, 17.00 


Cental Republican Stadium, Dushanbe, Tajikistan 


played behind closed 
doors 


Indonesia U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..3 
half time, Indonesia U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Yellow 
Name 


Time of 


substitution No. Position 


Goal 


Name (minute) 


Yellow 


Time of 
substitution 


START LIST 


GK 


Ernando Ari Sutaryadi 


1 


Nicholas Suman 


8 GK 
| 4) | DF ([RizkyRidhoRamadhani_ | 
| 8 | MF | Witan Sulaeman 66 
10 MF i 
1 MF j 
7 FW 
9 FW 


Ramai Melvin Rumakiek Jacob Italiano 

Hanis Saghara Putra 

Amiruddin Bagus Kahfi Alfikri 
21 FW 


1 Adisu Bayew 


Lachlan Brook 


Gunansar Papua Mandowen Patrick Wood 


Taufik Hidayat MF 
Komang Teguh Trisnanda Putra MF 
Muchamad Agil Savik MF 
Irsan Rahman Lestaluhu DF 
3 DF Komang Tri Arta GK 

| 2 | DF |BayuMohamadFiqei | 

DF ___|Lucas Mauragis 

Thymos Caroutas 


-—$—-2h Subhan Fajri Zaydan Bello 


Patrick Yazbek 

Luka Prso 
Alessandro Lopane 
Callum Talbot 

Kai Calderbank-Park 


Matthew Scarcella 
Team Coach 


Shin Tae-yong 


Team Coach 


Trevor Morgan 


Team Manager 


Team Manager 


Referee 


Kim Woo-sung (Korea Republic) 


Assistant Referee 1 |Song Bong-keun (Korea Republic) 


Assistant Referee 2 [Bang Gi-yeol (Korea Republic) _—————_——————— — 
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match report from Football Australia 

Australia’s quest to qualify for the AFC U23 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2022 got off to a strong start in Tajikistan on Tuesday evening, with the green and gold defeating Indonesia 3-2 in the first of two qualification matches 
on neutral territory. 

At the Central Republican Stadium in Dushanbe, second-half strikes to captain Marc Tokich, Patrick Wood, and Jacob Italiano helped lift Australia to victory, and ensured that either a win or draw against Indonesia 
when the two teams meet again on Friday will be enough for Australia to seal a slot at next June’s AFC U23 Asian Cup. 

Australia enjoyed the better of the chances in the first 45, with Wood having a fifth-minute penalty saved by Indonesia shot stopper Ernando Ari Sutaryadi, before Lachlan Brook and Adisu Bayew threatened the 
Indonesia goal throughout the opening stanza. 

However, it was in the second half of the match that the game really sprung to life, with some fantastic individual and team goals highlighting an open and entertaining contest. 

Just eight minutes into the second period Australia opened the scoring through Sweden-based defender Tokich. Brentford B attacker Brook sent an inch-perfect free kick into the area, which the Mjallby AIF man 
expertly headed into the back of the net. 

Australia doubled its advantage just before the hour mark when Wood put the finishing touches on a sizzling move through midfield involving Fabian Monge, Brook, and second half substitute Alessandro Lopane. 
Eight minutes later Indonesia reduced the deficit wnen Witan Sulaeman sent a scorching strike from outside the area beyond Nicholas Suman, however Italiano put his entry in for goal of the game soon after when he 
wriggled free of two defenders before unleashing a fierce drive from the edge of the area that clattered in off the woodwork. 

Indonesia regained touch in the match again with seven minutes of the fixture to play — substitute Taufik Hidayat poking home from close range to round out the scoring. 

Football Australia National Technical Director, Trevor Morgan, who is in Tajikistan coaching Australia’s U23s on an interim basis, said that he felt that his side was deserving of its victory, but challenged Australia to 
improve at both ends of the pitch ahead of Friday’s second duel in Dushanbe. 

“The effort level and the commitment of the players this evening was fantastic, and that has been a constant throughout the whole camp — these kids really want to play for their country, and we need to provide them 
more opportunities to do so,” Morgan said. 

“The post-match data showed that we could have won the match more comfortably, but we have already challenged the group to focus on Friday's match and demonstrate improvement at both ends of the pitch. 
From an attacking perspective we believe we can be more clinical, while from a defensive viewpoint we know that we can be more compact. These are two of the elements that we will focus on ahead of Friday's fixture.” 
“This result was a good reward for the effort of the players and staff over the past two weeks where we've trained and played in Dubai and Dushanbe. It sets us up for the second match where our target will be to secure 
qualification for Uzbekistan 2022, and | have full trust in our support staff to have our boys physically ready for another match in less than 72 hours’ time,” he said. 

Australia had originally been scheduled to play Indonesia, as well as China PR and Brunei Darussalam in Group G of Asian Qualifying for the AFC U23 Asian Cup 2022, however after the latter two nations withdrew 
from qualifying the Group B match schedule was reconfigured. 

As a result, the winner over this week’s two fixtures will advance to the AFC U23 Asian Cup 2022, which will be played in Uzbekistan between June 1 and 19, 2022. 

Australia and Indonesia will meet again at the Central Republican Stadium in Dushanbe on Friday, 29 October 2021. Kick-off is at 5pm local time (11pm AEDT) with match updates to be provided through the official 
Socceroos social media channels. 

Indonesia U23 2 (Sulaeman 68’, Hidayat 84’) 

Australia U23 3 (Tokich 53’, Wood 59’, Italiano 77’) 

Venue: Republican Central Stadium, Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

Referee: Kim Woosung (Korea Republic) 

Australia U23: 3. Jordan COURTNEY-PERKINS, 4. Mark TOKICH (C), 5. Jordan BOS, 6. Fabian MONGE (21. Patrick YAZBEK 72’), 7. Lachlan BROOK (20. Luka PRSO 72’), 8. Luke DUZEL, 9. Patrick WOOD, 
10. Jacob ITALIANO, 11. Adisu BAYEW (17. Alessandro LOPANE 52’), 13. Lewis MILLER (2. Callum TALBOT 86’), 18. Nicholas SUMAN (Gk) 

Substitutes not used: 1. Kai CALDERBANK-PARK (Gk), 12. Adam PAVLESIC (Gk), 14. Lucas MAURAGIS, 15. Taras GORMULKA, 16. Aydan HAMMOND, 19. Thymos CAROUTAS, 22. Zaydan BELLO, 

23. Matthew SCARCELLA 

Yellow cards: Duzel, Monge, Italiano 


2021.17 


match report from Kompas (Indonesian newspaper) 

Timnas U23 Indonesia kalah tipis 2-3 dari Australia pada laga Grup G Kualifikasi Piala Asia U23 2022. 

Laga timnas U23 Indonesia vs Australia berlangsung di Republican Central Stadium, Dushanbe, Tajikistan, pada Selasa (26/10/2021) malam WIB. 

Tiga gol kemenangan Australia dicetak oleh Marc Tokich (55'), Patrick Wood (60'), dan Jacob Italiano (79"). 

Adapun dua gol timnas U23 Indonesia tercatat atas nama Witan Sulaeman (69') dan Taufik Hidayat (85'). 

Meski kalah, timnas U23 Indonesia masih berpeluang lolos ke putaran final Piala Asia U23 2022. 

Syarat yang harus dipenuhi timnas U23 Indonesia untuk lolos ke putaran final Piala Asia U23 2022 adalah mengalahkan Australia dengan margin minimal dua gol pada pertemuan kedua. 

Jika berhasil memenuhi syarat tersebut, timnas U23 Indonesia akan menjadi pemuncak klasemen Grup G dan berhak lolos ke putaran final Piala Asia U23 2022. 

Adapun pertemuan kedua timnas U23 Indonesia dan Australia akan kembali dihelat di Republican Central Stadium pada Jumat (29/10/2021). 

Jalannya pertandingan timnas U23 Indonesia Vs Australia: 

Pada babak pertama, timnas U23 Indonesia asuhan Shin Tae-yong sangat kesulitan keluar dari tekanan Australia dan mengembangkan permainan. 

Skuad Garuda Muda terkurung dan gagal melepaskan tembakan tepat sasaran sepanjang babak pertama. 

Di sisi lain, timnas U23 Australia dengan 73 persen penguasaan bola mampu melepaskan empat tembakan tepat sasaran. 

Timnas U23 Australia sebenarnya berpeluang unggul pada menit ketiga lewat titik penalti. 

Namun, kesempatan itu terbuang percuma setelah Patrick Wood yang maju sebagai eskutor penalti Australia gagal menunaikan tugasnya. 

Indonesia kali ini selamat setelah Ernando Ari Sutaryadi sukses membaca, menepis, dan kemudian menangkap bola tendangan penalti Patrick Wood. 

Ernando Ari Sutaryadi bisa dikatakan menjadi pemain terbaik timnas U23 Indonesia pada babak pertama. 

Sebab, kiper milik Persebaya Surabaya itu tampil sangat solid dan berhasil melakukan lima penyelamatan penting. 

Skor imbang tanpa gol bertahan hingga akhir babak pertama. 

Berlanjut ke babak kedua, Shin Tae-yong dan pelatih interim timnas U23 Australia, Trevor Morgan, masih belum melakukan perubahan. 

Sama seperti babak pertama, timnas U23 Australia tetap memegang kendali permainan dan langsung menyerang. 

Inisiatif itu membuat timnas U23 Australia berhasil unggul pada menit ke-55 berkat gol kapten mereka, Marc Torkich. 

Gol pembuka Australia tercipta dari skema bola mati di sisi kiri pertahanan Indonesia. Lachlan Brook yang maju sebagai eksutor tendangan bebas Australia lansung mengirim umpan lambung ke arah tiang jauh 
gawang Indonesia. 

Umpan Lachlan Brook itu mengarah tepat ke Marc Torkich yang berdiri bebas tidak terkawal. 

Mendapatkan ruang tembak yang lebar, Marc Torkich berhasil membelokkan bola ke gawang dengan sundulan sambil menjatuhkan diri. 

Sundulan Marc Torkich sebenarnya mengarah tepat ke Ernando Ari. Namun, Ernando Ari tetap harus memungut bola dari gawangnya karena sundulan Marc Torkich terlalu keras. 

Lima menit berselang, Australia berhasil menggandakan keunggulan berkat gol Patrick Wood. 

Gol kedua Australia berawal dari serangan balik cepat yang dipimpin oleh Lachlan Brook dari lini tengah. 

Setelah melakukan akselerasi, Lachlan Brook mengirim umpan terobosan mendatar ke Lopane yang sudah membuka ruang di sisi kanan pertahanan Indonesia. 

Lopane yang lolos dari jebakan offside sebenarnya mendapatkan ruang tembak yang cukup lebar ketika menghadapi situasi 1vs1 melawan Ernando Ari di kotak penalti Indonesia. 

Namun, Lopane memilih mengirim umpan silang mendatar ke arah Patrick Wood yang berdiri di sisi kanannya. 

Patrick Wood yang tidak terkawal sukses menyelesaikan peluang tersebut dengan melepaskan tembakan mendatar kaki kiri. 

Hingga menit ke-65, timnas U23 Indonesia masih kesulitan mengembangkan permainan. Serangan Indonesia sangat sering terhenti di sepertiga akhir pertahanan Australia karena buruknya kualitas final pass pemain. 
Jarak antar-pemain yang terlalu jauh juga menjadi penyebab kegagalan Indonesia menembus kotak penalti Australia. 

Usaha timnas U23 Indonesia untuk mengejar ketertinggalan akhirnya berbuah hasil pada menit ke-68 lewat gol spektakuler Witan Sulaeman. 

Menerima umpan mendatar Ramai Rumakiek dari sisi kiri, Witan Sulaeman yang membuka ruang di lapangan tengah langsung mencari ruang tembak di depan kotak penalti Australia. 

Witan Sulaeman mencari ruang tembak dengan menyisir depan kotak penalti Australia. Setelah mendapatkan ruang tembak, Witan Sulaeman langsung melepaskan tendangan keras kaki kiri dari luar kotak penalti. 
Tembakan Witan Sulaeman yang sedikit melengkung meluncur deras ke sudut kanan atas gawang Australia yang dikawal oleh Nicholas Shuman. 

Satu menit setelah gol Witan Sulaeman, Shin Tae-yong langsung merombak lini serang timnas U23 Indonesia. 

Shin Tae-yong memutuskan untuk menarik keluar Ramai Rumakiek, Bagus Kahfi, dan Hanis Saghara. 

Tiga pemain itu digantikan oleh Marselino Ferdinand, Taufik Hidayat, dan Subhan Fajri. 

Terlalu asik menyerang, timnas U23 Indonesia kembali kebobolan pada menit ke-79. 

Gol ketiga timnas U23 Australia dicetak oleh Jacob Italiano lewat tembakan keras kaki kanan dari luar kotak penalti. 

Dua menit berselang, Australia nyaris menjauh 4-1 andai tendangan kaki kanan Patrick Wood tidak membentur tiang gawang. 

Meski sudah tertinggal 1-3, timnas U23 Indonesia tidak menyerah. Harapan Indonesia kembali bangkit setelah Taufik Hidayat sukses mencetak gol pada menit ke-83. 

Gol kedua Indonesia berawal dari tembakan jarak jauh Gunansar Mandowen yang terhenti di kaki Taufik Hidayat. 

Momen itu kemudian dimanfaatkan oleh Taufik Hidayat yang lolos dari jebakan offside di kotak penalti Australia. Taufik Hidayat sukses menaklukkan Nicholas Shuman dengan tembakan kaki kanan. 
Tidak ada gol tambahan tercipta. Skor 3-2 untuk kemenangan Australia bertahan hingga akhir laga. 

Susunan pemain Timnas U23 Indonesia Vs Australia: 

Timnas U23 Indonesia (4-1-3-2): 1-Ernando Ari Sutaryadi; 14-Asnawi Mangkualam, 4-Rizky Ridho, 15-Alfeandra Dewangga, 11-Pratama Arhan; 13-Rachmat Irianto (5-Komang Teguh 77'); 8-Witan Sulaeman, 
21-Gunansar Mandowen, 10-Ramai Rumakiek (7-Marselino Ferdinand 70'); 20-Bagus Kahfi (9-Taufik Hidayat 70'), 19-Hanis Saghara (6-Subhan Fajri 69") 

Cadangan: 23-Aqil Savik, 16-Irsan Rahman, 5-Komang Teguh, 3-Komang Tri, 2-Bayu Figei, 18-Mohammad Kanu, 7-Marselino Ferdinand, 17-Febri Eka, 12-Ronaldo Joybera, 6-Subhan Fajri, 9-Taufik Hidayat 
Pelatih: Shin Tae-yong 

Timnas U23 Australia (4-2-3-1) 18-Nicholas Shuman; 13-Lewis Miller, 4-Marc Torkich, 3-Jordan Courtney-Perkins, 5-Jordan Bos; 6-Fabian Monge (21-Yazbek 73'), 8-Luke Duzel; 10-Jacob Italiano, 
7-Lachlan Brook (20-Prso 73'), 11-Adisu Bayew (17-Lopane 52’); 9-Patrick Wood 

Cadangan: 1-Calderbank-Oark, 12-Paviesic, 2-Talbot, 14-Mauragis, 15-Gomulka, 16-Hammond, 17-Lopane, 19-Caroutas, 20-Prso, 21-Yazbek, 22-Bello, 23-Scarella 

Pelatih: Trevor Morgan 
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a loose translation is:- 

The Indonesia U23 national team narrowly lost 2-3 to Australia in Group G of the U23 Asian Cup qualifiers 2022. 

The U23 Indonesia national team vs Australia match was played at the Republican Central Stadium, Dushanbe Tajikistan, on Tuesday (26/10/2021) night WIB (Western Indonesian Time) . 
Australia's three winning goals were scored by Marc Tokich (55'), Patrick Wood (60'), and Jacob Italiano (79). 

The two goals for the Indonesian U23 national team were scored by Witan Sulaeman (69') and Taufik Hidayat (85'). 

Despite the defeat, the Indonesian U23 national team still has a chance to qualify for the 2022 U23 Asian Cup finals. 

For the Indonesian U23 national team to qualify for the 2022 U23 Asian Cup finals they must beat Australia by a margin of at least two goals in the second meeting. 

If successful in qualifying, the Indonesian U23 national team will be the leader of Group G and be eligible to qualify for the 2022 U23 Asian Cup finals. 

The next meeting of the Indonesian and Australian U23 national teams will be held again at Republican Central Stadium on Friday (10/29/2021). 

Report of the match U23 Indonesia v Australia:- 

In the first half, Shin Tae-yong's Indonesian U23 national team struggled to get away from Australia's pressure and develop their game. 

Garuda Muda's squad was locked up and failed to fire on target throughout the first half. 

On the other hand, the Australia U23 national team with 73 percent of possession was able to make four shots on target. 

The Australia U23 national team actually had a chance to lead in the third minute through the penalty spot. 

However, the opportunity was wasted after Patrick Wood who advanced as Australia's penalty taker failed to fulfill his duties. 

Indonesia survived after Ernando Ari Sutaryadi successfully read, saved, and then caught Patrick Wood's penalty kick. 

Ernando Ari Sutaryadi can be said to be the best player for the U23 Indonesia national team in the first half. 

Because, the Persebaya Surabaya goalkeeper was very solid and managed to make five important saves. 

The scoreless draw lasted until the end of the first half. 

Continuing into the second half, Shin Tae-yong and Australia's U23 interim coach, Trevor Morgan, had yet to make any changes. 

Just like the first half, the Australian U23 national team remained in control of the game and immediately attacked. 

The initiative put Australia's U23 team ahead in the 52nd minute thanks to a goal from their captain, Marc Torkich. 

Australia's opening goal was created from a dead ball situation on the left side of the Indonesian defense. Lachlan Brook who took Australia's free-kick sent a low pass towards the far post the Indonesian goal. 
Lachlan Brook's pass went right to an unmarked Marc Torkich. 

Making shooting space, Marc Torkich managed to deflect the ball into the net with a header while falling. 

Marc Torkich actually headed right at Ernando Ari. However, Ernando Ari still had to pick up the ball from his goal because Marc Torkich's header was too hard. 

Five minutes later, Australia doubled the lead thanks to Patrick Wood's goal. 

Australia's second goal started from a quick counter-attack led by Lachlan Brook from midfield. 

After accelerating, Lachlan Brook sent a breakthrough pass flat to Lopane who had opened up space on the right side of the Indonesian defense. 

Lopane who escaped the offside trap actually got wide enough to make shooting space and faced a 1 on 1 situation against Ernando Ari in the Indonesian penalty box. 

However, Lopane opted to send a flat cross towards Patrick Wood who stood on his right side. 

The unmarked Patrick Wood successfully completed the opportunity by firing a flat left-footed shot. 

Until the 65th minute, the U23 Indonesia national team were still having trouble developing their game. Indonesia's attack was often stopped in the final third of defense because of the poor quality of the final pass. 
The distance between players was too far was also a cause of Indonesia's failure to penetrate the Australian penalty box. 

The efforts of the Indonesian U23 national team to catch up finally bore fruit in the 68th minute through a spectacular goal by Witan Sulaeman. 

Receiving a flat pass from Rumakiek on the left side, Witan Sulaeman opened up space in midfield and immediately looked for shooting room in front of the Australian penalty box. 

Witan Sulaeman searched the firing room in front of the Australian penalty box. After getting the firing room, Witan Sulaeman immediately released a hard left-footed kick from outside the box. 
Witan Sulaeman's slightly curling shot slid swiftly into the top right corner of the Australian goal escorted by Nicholas Shuman. 

A minute after Witan Sulaeman's goal, Shin Tae-yong overhauled the forward line of the Indonesian U23 national team. 

Shin Tae-yong decided to substitute Ramai Rumakiek, Bagus Kahfi, and Hanis Saghara. 

The three players were replaced by Marselino Ferdinand. Taufik Hidayat, and Subhan Fajri. 

Concentrating on attack, the U23 Indonesia national team again conceded in the 79th minute. 

A third goal to Australia U23 national team was scored by Jacob Italiano through a hard right-footed shot from outside the box. 

Two minutes later, Australia almost made it 4-1 but Patrick Wood's right-footed shot hit the post. 

Although it was 1-3, the Indonesian U23 national team did not give up. Indonesia's hopes rose again after Taufik Hidayat he scored in the 83rd minute. 

Indonesia's second goal started from Gunansar Mandowen's long-range shot that stopped at the feet of Taufik Hidayat. 

The moment was exploited by Taufik Hidayat who escaped the offside trap in the Australian penalty box. Taufik Hidayat beat Nicholas Shuman with a right-footed shot. 

No additional goals were scored. The 3-2 scoreline for Australia's win lasted until the end of the match. 

Line-up Indonesia U23 national team vs Australia:- 

Indonesia U23 national team (4-1-3-2): 1-Ernando Ari Sutaryadi; 14-Asnawi Mangkualam, 4-Rizky Ridho, 15-Alfeandra Dewangga, 11-Pratama Arhan; 13-Rachmat Irianto (5-Komang Teguh 77’); 8-Witan Sulaeman, 
21-Gunansar Mandowen, 10-Many Rumakiek (7-Marselino Ferdinand 70"); 20-Bagus Kahfi (9-Taufik Hidayat 70'), 19-Hanis Saghara (6-Subhan Fajri 69') 

Reserves: 23-Aqil Savik, 16-Irsan Rahman, 5-Komang Teguh, 3-Komang Tri, 2-Bayu Figei, 18-Mohammad Kanu, 7-Marselino Ferdinand, 17-Febri Eka, 12-Ronaldo Joybera, 6-Subhan Fajri, 9-Taufik Hidayat 
Coach: Shin Tae-yong 

Australia U23 national team (4-2-3-1) 18-Nicholas Shuman; 13-Lewis Miller, 4-Marc Torkich, 3-Jordan Courtney-Perkins, 5-Jordan Boss; 6-Fabian Monge (21-Yazbek 73'), 8-Luke Duzel; 10-Jacob Italiano, 
7-Lachlan Brook (20-Prso 73'), 11-Adisu Bayew (17-Lopane 52’); 9-Patrick Wood 

Reserves: 1-Calderbank-Oark, 12-Paviesic, 2-Talbot, 14-Mauragis, 15-Gomulka, 16-Hammond, 17-Lopane, 19-Caroutas, 20-Prso, 21-Yazbek, 22-Bello, 23-Scarella 

Coach: Trevor Morgan 


2021.19 


AFC Asian Cup U23, Qualification, Group G 


Date & Time Venue 


29th. October 2021, 17.00 


Cental Republican Stadium, Dushanbe, Tajikistan 


Temperature Attendance 

played behind closed 
Indonesia U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 

half time, Indonesia U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 

Time of Goal 

Red Card | substitution No. Position 

START LIST 


Goal Yellow 
(minute) Card 


Yellow 
(minute) Card 


Time of 
Red Card | substitution 


Nicholas Suman 

Callum Talbot 

Marc Tokich (c ) 

Jordan Courtney-Perkins 


Pratama Arhan Alif Rifai 
Rachmat Irianto 
Witan Sulaeman 


Gunansar Papua Mandowen 


i Lucas Mauragis 
zi Patrick Yazbek 


Jacob Italiano 


Ernando Ari Sutaryadi 
DF Asnawi Mangkualam Bahar (c ) 
DF Rizky Ridho Ramadhani 
DF Alfeandra Dewangga Santosa 
TE 


Marselino Ferdinand 


Lachlan Brook 


Taufik Hidayat 


Alessandro Lopane 


Hanis Saghara Putra 


Patrick Wood 


Muchamad Agil Savik 


Kai Calderbank-Park 


nen mad. Riyandi 


Adam Pavlesic 


Sy Dee Ratan Tapa Wieeansa ae 

| 3 | DF [KomangTriArta | 

| 2 | =F [BayuMohamadFigei | 
10 FW 


Ramai Melvin Rumakiek 

Eka Febri Setiawan 

Ronaldo Joybera Kwateh 

Subhan Fajri 

Amiruddin Bagus Kahfi Alfikri 
Team Coach 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee 


Aydan Hammond 
Thymos Caroutas 
Luka Prso 
Zaydan Bello 
Matthew Scarcella 
Trevor Morgan 


Khalid Saleh H Al Turais (Saudi Arabia) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Bang Gi-yeol (Korea Republic) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Mohd Arif Shamil bin Abd Rasid (Malaysia) 
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match report from Kompas (Indonesian newspaper) 

Timnas U23 Indonesia tertinggal 0-1 dari Australia pada babak pertama laga kedua Grup G Kualifikasi Piala Asia U23 2022. 

Laga timnas U23 Indonesia vs Australia dihelat di Republican Central Stadium, Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Jumat (29/10/2021) malam WIB. 

Garuda Muda tertinggal setelah Australia mencetak gol melalui Patrick Wood melalui situasi bola mati pada menit kesembilan. 

Situasi tersebut membuat timnas U23 Indonesia semakin sulit untuk lolos ke putaran final Piala Asia U23. 

Indonesia sekarang tertinggal agregat 2-4 dari Australia. Garuda Muda pun harus mencetak tiga gol pada babak kedua agar lolos ke Piala Asia U23. 
Jalannya pertandingan timnas U23 Indonesia vs Australia 

Kemenangan minimal dua gol wajib diraih timnas U23 Indonesia atas Austalia untuk melaju otomatis ke putaran final Piala Asia U23 2022. 

Hal ini dikarenakan timnas U23 Indonesia tertinggal 2-3 dari Australia pada laga perdana Kualifikasi Piala Asia U23. 

Timnas U23 Indonesia langsung memberikan tekanan tinggi kepada Australia ketika tengah menguasai bola. 

Situasi ini membuat skuad Garuda dapat menciptakan peluang emas lebih dulu melalui Witan Sulaeman pada menit ketiga. 

Witan Sulaeman yang mendapatkan bola melihat kiper Australia berada dalam posisi yang cukup jauh dari sarangnya. 

Pemain Lechia Gdansk itu lalu melepaskan tembakan spekulasi dari tengah lepangan. Namun, upaya Witan belum berbuah hasil karena hanya menyamping. 
Setelah mendapatkan kejutan dari timnas U23 Indonesia, Australia menunjukkan permainan yang agresif lewat umpan-umpan pendek yang dilakukan. 

Pada menit kedelapan, permainan ofensif Australia terpaksa membuat Asnawi Mangkualam melakukanan pelanggaran di sisi kanan pertahanan. 

Timnas U23 Indonesia pun berada di bayang-bayang bahaya bola mati mematikan yang dapat dibuat Australia. 

Benar saja, kesalahan dari bola mati seperti laga pertama kembali dibuat Indonesia sehingga berujung gol untuk Australia. 

Proses gol timnas U23 Australia berawal dari bola lambung yang dikirimkan ke dalam kotak penalti Indonesia. 

Bola sejatinya mengarah ke Taufik Hidayat dan sang pemain dapat menghalaunya. 

Akan tetapi, clearance yang dilakukan Taufik Hidayat mengarah ke kotak enam yard dan dapat disambar Patrick Wood. 

Striker Australia itu pun dapat mencetak gol lewat sontekan yang tak mampu dihalau Ernando Ari. 

Unggul 1-0 membuat Olyroos, julukan timnas U23 Australia, semakin gencar melakukan serangan. 

Di sisi lain, timnas U23 Indonesia tampak berupaya melakukan counter attack untuk memanfaatkan lubang yang dibuat Australia usai kehilangan bola. 

Salah satu serangan balik yang sukses dibuat, yakni melalui Witan Sulaeman pada menit ke-12. 

Menerima umpan lambung, Witan dengan memanfaatkan kecepatannya dapat unggul atas sang lawan dan melesakkan tembakan kaki kanan. 

Sayang, upaya kedua Witan ini juga belum berhasil karena hanya melambung. 

Sementara itu, Australia masih unggul di lini tengah dan dapat membongkar pertahanan Garuda Muda lagi pada menit ke-19. 

Melalui serangan dari sisi kanan, Patrick Wood lalu mengirimkan cutback mengarah ke Callum Talbot yang melakukan overlap. 

Callum dapat melesakkan tendangan dengan kaki kanan. Beruntung bagi Indonesia, Rizky Ridho berada di posisi yang tepat untuk melakukan blok. 

Patrick Wood benar-benar menjadi ancaman nyata bagi Garuda Muda. Pada menit ke-40, dia mendapatkan peluang terbuka untuk mencetak gol lagi usai menerima umpan terobosan. 
Namun, tembakan yang dileskkan dari dalam kotak penalti Indonesia itu dapat ditepis oleh Ernando Ari. 

Australia sempat memberikan ancaman lagi lewat aksi Lachlan Brook pada menit ke-42. 

Akan tetapi, Ernando Ari dapat kembali membuat penyelamatan gemilang. 

Skor pun tak berubah dan Australia unggul 1-0 atas Indonesia. 

Timnas U23 Indonesia vs Australia 0-1 (Patrick Wood 9') 

Timnas U23 Indonesia (4-1-3-2): 1-Ernando Ari Sutaryadi; 14-Asnawi Mangkualam, 4-Rizky Ridho, 15-Alfeandra Dewangga, 11-Pratama Arhan; 13-Rachmat Irianto; 8-Witan Sulaeman, 21-Gunansar Mandowen, 
7-Marselino Ferdinand; 9-Taufik Hidayat, 19-Hanis Saghara 

Cadangan: 23-Aqil Savik, 22-M.Riyandi, 16-Irsan Rahman, 5-Komang Teguh, 3-Komang Tri, 2-Bayu Figei, 18-Mohammad Kanu, 10-Ramai Rumakiek, 17-Febri Eka, 12-Ronaldo Joybera, 6-Subhan Fajri, 20-Bagus Kahfi 
Pelatih: Shin Tae-yong 

Timnas U23 Australia (4-2-3-1): 18-Nicholas Shuman; 2-Callum Talbot, 4-Marc Tokich, 3-Jordan Courtney-Perkins, 14-Lucas Mauragis; 6-Fabian Monge, 21-Patrick Yazbek; 10-Jacob Italiano, 7-Lachlan Brook, 
17-Alessandro Lopane; 9-Patrick Wood 

Cadangan: 1-Calderbank-Park, 12-Paviesic, 13-Miller, 5-Bos, 15-Gomulka, 8-Duzel, 11-Bayew, 16-Hammond, 19-Caroutas, 20-Prso, 22-Bello, 23-Scarella 
Pelatih: Trevor Morgan 
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a loose translation is:- 

U23 national team Indonesian trailing 0-1 from Australia in the first half of the second round of Group G U23 Asian Cup qualifiers 2022. 

The U23 Indonesia national team vs Australia match was played at the Republican Central Stadium, Dushanbe Tajikistan, on Friday (29/10/2021) night WIB (Western Indonesian Time) . 
Garuda Muda fell behind after Australia scored through Patrick Wood through a dead ball situation in the ninth minute. 

This situation makes it harder for the U23 Indonesia national team to qualify for the U23 Asian Cup finals. 

Indonesia is now 2-4 on aggregate to Australia. Garuda Muda also had to score three goals in the second half to qualify for the U23 Asian Cup. 

Report of the match U23 Indonesia v Australia:- 

Victory by at least two goals had to be achieved by the Indonesian U23 national team over Austalia to advance automatically to the finals of the 2022 U23 Asian Cup. 
This is because the Indonesian U23 national team was 2-3 behind Australia in the first match of the U23 Asian Cup Qualifiers. 

Indonesia U23 national team immediately put heavy pressure on Australia when in possession of the ball. 

This allowed the Garuda squad to create golden opportunities first through Witan Sulaeman in the third minute. 

Witan Sulaeman sees that the Australian goalkeeper is in a position far away from the goalline. 

The Lechia Gdansk player then fires a speculative shot from the middle of the field. However, Witan's effort does not bare fruit because it goes sideways. 

After getting a surprise from the Indonesian U23 team, Australia showed an aggressive game through making short passes. 

In the eighth minute, Australia's offensive play forces Asnawi Mangkualam to make a foul on the right side of the defense. 

Indonesia's U23 national team is in the shadow of danger from the dead ball situations that Australia make. 

Sure enough, a mistake from set pieces, like the first game, is again made by Indonesia which leads to a goal for Australia. 

The Australian U23 national team goal process begins with a low ball sent into the Indonesian penalty box. 

The ball actually goes to Taufik Hidayat who could have dispelled it. 

However, Taufik Hidayat's clearance doesn't leave the six-yard box and falls to Patrick Wood. 

The Australian striker was able to score with a flick that could not be saved by Ernando Ari. 

The 1-0 lead makes the Olyroos, nickname of the Australian U23 team, more aggressive in carrying out attacks. 

On the other hand, the Indonesian U23 national team seems to try to counter attack and take advantage of any gap made by Australia after losing the ball. 

One of the successful counterattacks was made, by Witan Sulaeman in the 12th minute. 

Receiving a low pass, Witan, utilizing his speed, beats his opponent and hits a right-footed shot. 

Unfortunately, Witan's second attempt also does not succeed because it only bounced. 

Meanwhile, Australia still excelled in midfield and were able to dismantle the Garuda Muda defence again in the 19th minute. 

From an attack from the right side, Patrick Wood sent a cutback to Callum Talbot who overlapped. 

Callum can hit a shot with the right foot. Luckily for Indonesia, Rizky Ridho was in the right position to block. 

Patrick Wood is truly a real threat to Garuda Muda. In the 40th minute, he got an open chance to score again after receiving a breakthrough pass. 

However, the shot that was fired from inside the Indonesian penalty box was able to be pushed away by Ernando Ari. 

Australia threatened again through Lachlan Brook in the 42nd minute. 

However, Ernando Ari was able to again make a brilliant save. 

The score was unchanged and Australia were 1-0 up. 

Indonesia U23 national team v Australia 0-1 (Patrick Wood 9') 

Indonesia U23 national team (4-1-3-2): 1-Ernando Ari Sutaryadi; 14-Asnawi Mangkualam, 4-Rizky Ridho, 15-Alfeandra Dewangga, 11-Pratama Arhan; 13-Rachmat Irianto; 8-Witan Sulaeman, 21-Gunansar Mandowen, 
7-Marselino Ferdinand; 9-Taufik Hidayat, 19-Hanis Saghara 

Reserves: 23-Aqil Savik, 22-M.Riyandi, 16-Irsan Rahman, 5-Komang Teguh, 3-Komang Tri, 2-Bayu Figei, 18-Mohammad Kanu, 10-Ramai Rumakiek, 17-Febri Eka, 12-Ronaldo Joybera, 6-Subhan Fajri, 20-Bagus Kahfi 
Coach: Shin Tae-yong 

Australia U23 national team (4-2-3-1): 18-Nicholas Shuman; 2-Callum Talbot, 4-Marc Tokich, 3-Jordan Courtney-Perkins, 14-Lucas Mauragis; 6-Fabian Monge, 21-Patrick Yazbek; 10-Jacob Italiano, 7-Lachlan Brook, 
17-Alessandro Lopane; 9-Patrick Wood 

Reserves: 1-Calderbank-Park, 12-Paviesic, 13-Miller, 5-Bos, 15-Gomulka, 8-Duzel, 11-Bayew, 16-Hammond, 19-Caroutas, 20-Prso, 22-Bello, 23-Scarella 

Coach: Trevor Morgan 
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match report from Football Australia 

Australia’s U23 men’s national football team sealed a berth at next year’s AFC U23 Asian Cup in Uzbekistan on Friday (local time), defeating Indonesia 1-0 in Dushanbe, Tajikistan to finish on top of the Group G 
qualification standings. 

After defeating Indonesia 3-2 on Tuesday, a second win at the Central Republican Stadium ensured that Australia’s U23s claimed a 4-2 aggregate victory and with it an entry to next year’s Finals Tournament to be held 
in June. 

Sydney FC striker Patrick Wood was on target for Australia on matchday one and he scored his second goal of the green and gold’s qualification campaign with a neat finish from six yards just ten minutes into the 
contest. 

After the Indonesian defence failed to clear a dangerous free kick into the area from the boot of Brentford B attacker Lachlan Brook, Wood clinically swept the ball home from six yards to claim what would prove to be 
the only goal of the game. 

The young Australians had chances to extend their advantage throughout the first 45, however interventions from the Indonesian backline, as well as goalkeeper Ernando, kept the score at 1-0 at the break. 

In the second stanza Wood fired wide just after hour mark after being set up by his club teammate Callum Talbot, while Borussia Monchengladbach II attacker Jacob Italiano had two efforts denied in quick succession 
with just under 20 minutes to play. 

Interim Australia U23s Head Coach Trevor Morgan made several substitutions as the clock wound down, and while Indonesia made some late raids as they sought to keep their bid to reach Uzbekistan alive, Australia 
defended its lead to successfully secure a ticket to Tashkent. 

Morgan said the group could take plenty of positives away from their time together in Tajikistan. 

“These experiences are vital for Australian players,” Morgan said. “There were a lot of positives to take away from this camp, particularly qualification for an AFC U23 Asian Cup which means this age group will get to 
experience international tournament football next year.” 

“There were many times throughout the two matches where the players produced the level of football that we expect to see — they played positive football, controlled the games, and found opportunities to score. I'm 
sure the boys know that to go to another level both individually and as a team, they need to reproduce those moments more consistently." 

“We intentionally brought a younger group to these qualifiers, with the core of the squad age eligible to represent Australia at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. That they have now experienced meaningful matches at a 
young age will help them gain valuable experience as they develop towards next year’s AFC U23 Asian Cup, and the ongoing path to Paris,” he said. 

Australia U23 1 (Wood 10’) 

Indonesia U23 0 

Venue: Central Republican Stadium, Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

Referee: Khalid Saleh H Alturais (Saudi Arabia) 

Australia U23: 2. Callum TALBOT (13. Lewis MILLER 78’), 3. Jordan COURTNEY-PERKINS, 4. Marc TOKICH (C), 6. Fabian MONGE (16. Aydan HAMMOND 889’), 7. Lachlan BROOK (15. Taras GOMULKA 89’), 

9. Patrick WOOD, 10. Jacob ITALIANO (11. Adisu BAYEW 78’), 14. Lucas MAURAGIS, 17. Alessandro LOPANE, 18. Nicholas SUMAN (Gk), 21. Patrick YAZBEK 

Substitutes not used: 1. Kai CALDERBANK-PARK (Gk), 5. Jordan BOS, 8. Luke DUZEL, 12. Adam PAVLESIC (Gk), 19. Thymos CAROUTAS, 20. Luka PRSO, 22. Zaydan BELLO, 23. Matthew SCARCELLA 
Yellow cards: Wood, Monge 

Red cards: Nil 
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2022 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
23rd. March 2022, 13.00 Sportcomplex Zoudenbalch, Utrecht, Netherlands Good 


Jong FC Utrecht..1 v. Australia U-23..0 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal 
‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution Position Name ‘minute, 


START LIST 


Jacob Chapman 

Jordan Courtney-Perkins 
Hosine Bilit 

Tyrese Francois 

Kristian Popovic 

Nikola Jadric 

Ryan Teague 


Derensili Sanches Fernandes Dylan Ruiz-Diaz 
Thymos Caroutas 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Jong FC Utrecht is also shown as FC Utrecht U-21 and U-23. 


This match was played at the Sportcomplex Zoudenbalch which is the facility wnere FC Utrecht trains and where the FC Utrecht womens football team plays its games. 
The paractice match was played in three periods of 30 minutes per period. 


The Australian players at the training camp were:- 
Goalkeepers:- Nicholas Bilokapic (Hartlepool United, England), Jacob Chapman (Huddersfield Town AFC, England), llia Snalamanov-Trenkova (FC Litex Lovech, Bulgaria) 
Defence:- Hosine Bility (FC Midtjylland, Denmark), Jordan Courtney-Perkins (Warta Poznan, Poland), Doni Grdic (HNK Sibenik, Croatia) 


Midfield:- Alberto Del Grosso (US Cisanese ASD, Italy), Tyrese Francois (Fulham FC, England), Nikola Jadric (HNK Orijent 1919, Croatia), Murray Miller (Rangers FC B, Scotland), Emile Peios (Sint-Truiden, Belgium), 
Cameron Peupion (Brighton & Hove Albion, England), Kristian Popovic (NK Rudes, Croatia), Aleks Taleski (Uncontracted), Ryan Teague (S.C. Covilha, Portugal). 


Forwards:- Marco Arambasic (KV Mechelen, Belgium), Thymos Caroutas (UE Cornella B, Spain), Alou Kuol (SV Sandhausen, Germany), Jordan Perez (AEK Larnaca, Cyprus), Gabriel Popovic (NK Rudes, Croatia), 
Jing Reec (AGF Aarhus, Denmark), Dylan Ruiz-Diaz (Uncontracted). 
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Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 


25th. March 2022, Rat Verlegh Stadion, Breda, Netherlands Good played behind closed 


doors 
Netherlands U-19..2 v. Australia U-23..2 


half time, Netherlands U-19..? v. Australia U-23..1 
Goal Yellow Time of Goal Yellow 


Position (minute) Red Card | substitution . Position (minute) Card _ |Red Card| substitution 


START LIST 


Robin Roefs 


Mimeirhal Benita 
Gabi Caschili 


Ryan Teague 
Naoh Ohio Alou Kuol 


Youri Regeer 


Xavi Simons Gabriel Popovic 


GK 
Fedde de Jong 
Justin Hubner 
Laylee Kromah Kristian Popovic 
a ee 


Naci Unucar 


Team Coach 


Team Manager Team Manager 


Referee 


Assistant Referee 1 


Assistant Referee 2 


report from Football Australia 
An Australia Men's Talent Identification camp concluded in Netherlands on the weekend with twenty-two of Australia’s best young talents in the United Kingdom and Europe brought together to play two fixtures against 
Dutch youth sides. 
Mentored by Football Australia’s Head of Technical Direction, Pathways & Coach Education, Trevor Morgan, with input and support from Socceroos greats Paul Okon and Craig Moore, the camp was designed to 
enable the young Australians to come together under the national team banner so that staff could assess the players in matches and provide them support in their burgeoning careers. 

During their five days together in Netherlands, the Australia selection played two fixtures — the first against Jong FC Utrecht on Wednesday, and the second against Netherlands U19s on Friday. 

Morgan was pleased with the efforts of the squad in both games, especially given it was a largely new group of players that came together in the Dutch town of Hoevelaken. 

“Our objective was to go and monitor, go and assess the level of a number of players that are eligible for our U23s, but many also for our U20s,” Morgan said. 

“We wanted to see the level of some of the boys that we haven’t seen for a while, however there were nine players that have never been in Australia camp before, so they all got the chance to play a little bit.” 

“Paul Okon and Craig Moore were there for both of the games, and with them in and around camp it gave the players the chance to get some guidance as to what they can do next in their careers. We (Football 
Australia) wanted to show these players who are making their way in the UK and Europe some support and it was great to have the passion, experience, and presence of Paul and Craig around the team,” he said. 
The youthful Australian side suffered a 1-0 defeat to Jong FC Utrecht in their first fixture and recorded a 2-2 draw against Netherlands U19 on Friday. Former Central Coast Mariners star Alou Kuol, who now plays his 
football in Germany, as well as Portugal-based midfielder Ryan Teague, formerly the captain of the Joeys at the FIFA U17 World Cup Brazil 2019, scored for Australia in Friday’s match. 

With the Isuzu Ute A-League Men competition in full swing, no players from Australia were considered for the camp so that they could continue to compile match minutes in Australia’s top-flight. However, eligible 
players based in Australia, UK, Europe, and elsewhere will all be considered for Australia’s tilt at this year’s AFC U23 Asian Cup in Uzbekistan. 
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AFC U-23 Asian Cup, Finals, Group B 


Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
1st. June 2022, 18.00 Markaziy Stadium, Qarshi, Uzbekistan Clear 


Kuwait U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..2 

half time, Kuwait U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
Time o: 
Position (minute) . (minute) Red Card} substitution 


GK Khaled Al Ajaji (c ) Joe Gauci 
DF Abdulaziz Hasan Murad Mahran Lewis Miller 
Mahdi Hussain Mohammad Dashti Di Jay Rich-Baghuelou 54 57 


iF 
Saleh Al Bannay 15 DF Hosine Bility 
Mohammad Al Rashed 23 DF Jacob Farrell 
7 MF 


Naser Faleh Jazea 73 Lachlan Brook 


MF Yousef Al Hagan MF Tyrese Francois (c ) 
Yousef Al Rasheedi 16 MF Louis D'Arrigo 67* 


Fawaz Al Mubailish | 17 =| ~=MF_ |CameronPeupion | TT 
0 FW 10 


MF 
Agqeel Al Hazeem FW Ramy Najjarine 
Khaled Al Mershed Alou Mawien Kuol 


Joshua Nisbet 


Fahad Al Azmi Patrick Wood 

Fahad Al Fadhi Bernardo Oliveira 
Abdulrahman Al Fadhli Patrick Yazbek 
Abdulaziz Marzoaq Jordan Bos 

Tristan Hammond 
Khaled Al Fadhli Jacob Chapman 

Saleh Al Mehtab Jordan Courtney-Perkins 
Mohammad Al Husainan Joshua Rawlins 

Hussain Ali Muhaisen Nicholas Bilokapié 


11 DF Abdulrahman Karam Kai Clifton Trewin 


Team Coach Abdulaziz Hamada Team Coach Trevor Morgan 
Team Manager Team Manager 
(Adel Al Naqbi (United Arab Emirates 


Assistant Referee 1 |Sabet Obaid Suroor (United Arab Emirates, 
[Assistant Referee 2 |Ali Mohamed Al Nuaimi (United Arab Emirates) 


match report from Football Australia 

Australia has commenced its AFC U23 Asian Cup 2022 campaign with a 2-0 win over Kuwait in Qarshi, Uzbekistan. 

Louis D'Arrigo and Jay Rich-Baghuelou both found the back of the net with well-struck efforts, as a goal in each half sealed three points for Trevor Morgan's side. 

Australia started on the front foot at Markaziy Stadium, going close inside three minutes as Ramy Najjarine and Cameron Peupion were both denied by the woodwork. 

Lachlan Brook was the next to forge a sight on goal, however the winger's poked shot was palmed to safety. 

On the 26 minute mark, Australia's pressure paid off. A close-range tap Alou Kuol was saved well, with the rebound falling to D'Arrigo, who curled home a wonderful left-footed strike from the edge of the area. 

The U23's picked up exactly where they left off in early in the second half, as Peupion unleashed a powerful volley that was deflected off target. 

In the 54th minute, Australia made it two thanks to their towering centre-half Rich-Baghuelou. 

The Accrington Stanley defender, who is the only remaining member from the Olyroos squad at Tokyo 2020, found himself in the right place at the right time after some strong work from fullback Lewis Miller, cannoning 
home a powerful half-volley. 

Australia closed out the match in comfortable fashion, with Josh Nisbet and Kusini Yengi both introduced off the bench for their first youth international appearances. 

Patrick Wood, Bernardo and Patrick Yazbek also featured as the score remained 2-0 at the final whistle. 

"We were happy with a lot of things we did in the game, it was a difficult match because Kuwait have some clever players that could be dangerous," said Interim Head Coach Trevor Morgan post-game. 

"Overall I'm very happy, what is important is how we keep improving. Of course the confidence from the result gives you a platform, but we need to know specifically what we have to do better to win these next two 
matches." 
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Iraq and Jordan played out a 1-1 draw in the evening's later kick-off, meaning Australia sit on top of Group B ahead of matchday two on Saturday. 

Date: Wednesday, 1 May 2022 

Venue: Markaziy Stadium, Qarshi 

Kick-off: 6:00pm (local), 11:00pm (AEST) 

Australia Line up: 1. Joe GAUCI (Gk), 2. Lewis MILLER, 3. Jay RICH-BAGHUELOU, 6. Tyrese FRANCOIS © (8. Patrick Yazbek 83'), 7. Lachlan BROOK (11. Kusini YENGI 66'), 9. Alou KUOL (19. Patrick 
WOOD 75’), 10. Ramy NAJJARINE, 15. Hosine BILITY, 16. Louis D'|ARRIGO (14. Joshua NISBET 66'), 17. Cameron PEUPION (21. Bernardo 75'), 23. Jacob FARRELL 

Subs not used: 4. Jordan COURTNEY-PERKINS, 5. Jordan BOS, 12. Jacob CHAPMAN (Gk), 13. Kai TREWIN, 18. Nicholas BILOKAPIC, 20. Joshua RAWLINS, 22. Tristan HAMMOND 

Yellow Card: Rich-Baghuelou 57' 

Red Card: Nil 


match report from the-afc 

Australia secured their first win in the AFC U23 Asian Cup™ Uzbekistan 2022, defeating Kuwait 2-0 in Group B at the Markaziy Stadium on Wednesday. 

Louis D’Arrigo opened his scoring account with a sensational strike in the first half before Jay Rich-Baghuelou confirmed the three points for Trevor Morgan’s side against a Kuwait who struggled with the pace and fluid 
passing of their opponents. 

Australia started on a lively note, hitting the post twice in a span of just a few seconds inside the opening five minutes. 

Ramy Najjarine broke free on the left as he guided the ball past Kuwait goalkeeper Khaled Alfadhli, only for his shot to hit the inside right post before Cameron Peupion’s rebound was also denied by the woodwork. 
Lewis Miller then found Lachlan Brook inside the box but his low attempt was blocked by Khaled in the 13th minute as Australia applied early pressure on their opponents. 

Their persistence paid off four minutes from the half-hour mark. Alou Kuol forced a fine save from Kuwait’s goalkeeper before the ball found Louis D’Arrigo outside the box with the Adelaide United FC midfielder releasing 
a superb curler into the bottom left corner past the outstretched Khaled. 

The goal jolted Kuwait into action but Australia held their ground defensively, fending off any potential attacking threat as they entered the locker room with the advantage and the happier of the two sides. 

The Olyroos started the second half in sensational fashion by pushing Kuwait on the backfoot with some impressive passing and doubled their lead in the 54th minute when central defender Jay Rich-Baghuelou, who 
stayed up the pitch following a corner, slotted home a cross from Lewis Miller. 

With the clock ticking, Kuwait pushed for a reply and a rare opportunity fell to them in the 80th minute off a counter-attack when Fawwaz Alembailesh whipped in a dangerous cross, which was met awkwardly by 
Hosine Bility with his clearance rattling his own post. 

Australia, however, were not to be denied a winning start and will play 2013 champions Iraq on Matchday Two while Kuwait will aim to bounce back against Jordan. 
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AFC U-23 Asian Cup, Finals, Group B 

Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 

4th. June 2022, 18.00 Markaziy Stadium, Qarshi, Uzbekistan 
Iraq U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..1 

half time, Iraq U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 

Goal Goal 
Position (minute) Red Card} substitution . Position (minute) Red Card} substitution 
START LIST 


GK Joe Gauci 

IF Jay Rich-Baghuelou 
DF Joshua Rawlins 

MF Lachlan Brook 

MF Tyrese Francois (c ) 


GK Hasan Ahmed 
DF Hasan Raed Hasan Matrook 


Mohammed Albaqer Kareem 
15 DF Ghuraibawi 


DF Merchas "Doski" Ghazi Salih 

DF Hussein Ammar Ameen Al Sawad 
Ahmed Naeem Mubarak Alkhafaji 
Hasan Abdulkareem Jabbar Sayyid 
Muntadher Abdulameer Hadi 
Alhasan 


Di 


ME Louis D'Arrigo 


Ramy Najjarine 
Muntadher Mohammed Jebur Al 


Abboodi Kusini Boja Yengi 


Alou Mawien Kuol 


Cameron Peupion 

Jacob Farrell 

Patrick Wood 

Lewis Miller 

Patrick Yazbek 

Hosine Bility 

Kai Clifton Trewin 

Joshua Nisbet 

Bernardo Oliveira 
GK Jacob Chapman 

Team Coach Miroslav Soukup Team Coach Trevor Morgan 

Team Manager Team Manager 


Akhrol Risqullaev (Uzbekistan 
Assistant Referee 1 |Isao Nishihashi (Japan) 
Takumi Takagi (Japan) 

match report from Football Australia 

The Australia U23’s were forced to settle for a 1-1 draw with Iraq after a gutsy showing in their second AFC U23 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2022 group game. 

Trevor Morgan’s side played over 75 minutes with ten men after a straight red card was shown to Kusini Yengi on 17 minutes. 

However Australia soaked up the subsequent pressure and struck the game’s opening goal in spectacular fashion, as Alou Kuol lashed home a superb ‘scorpion kick’ finish on the stroke of half time. 

lraq squared the ledger ten minutes into the second period as Hasan Abdulkareem converted a well-struck volley which in the end would ensure both teams continued their unbeaten starts to the tournament. 

Despite making four changes to the side that overcame Kuwait 2-0 on Matchday One, Australia started their second match at the Markaziy Stadium with a spring in their step. 

Kusini Yengi was energetic early on, seeing a solo run and strike tapped into the post by Hasan Ahmed Assi Hussein inside the opening five minutes. 

In the 10th minute, Ramy Naijjarine found himself fed through on goal, but again Hussein stood tall to keep Australia at bay. 

The game’s major turning point appeared five minutes later as Yengi was shown a yellow card for a high challenge, only for referee Riskullaev Akhrol to upgrade his decision to a dismissal following a VAR check. 
Despite being a player down, Australia continued to push as Lachlan Brook threatened the Iraqi goal on a couple of occasions. 

As the half appeared to be winding down, Josh Rawlins whipped in a first-time cross that was met with an outrageous flick from Kuol, with a goal for the highlight reels granting Australia a slim lead at the break. 

That lead was erased 10 minutes into the second half, as Hasan Abdulkareem pounced on a lofted ball into the area and unleashed a venomous volley that left Joe Gauci with no chance. 

Gauci remained alert in the minutes that followed, pulling out an important stop to keep his nation level two minutes later. 

Once again Trevor Morgan made the most of his extended set of substitutes, with a triple change on the hour mark almost finding Australia the winner. 

Patrick Wood and Cameron Peupion particularly threatened off the bench, going close on multiple occasions as the second half wore on. 

Peupion was at the centre of a late talking point as the Brighton & Hove Albion forward appeared to be tripped in the area, sparking a lengthy VAR review that ended with the referee sticking with his on-field decision of 
‘no penalty’. 
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Abbas Badeea Alfuraijat 
Cardo "Siddik" Afraciab 
Ahmed Hasan Al Reeshawee 
Amin Ali Al Hamawi 


Ammar Ghalib Falih Alodhaimi 
Mustafa Athab Al Sallami 
Maytham Waad Challoob Fahad 
Ali Majid Lateef Al Rubaye 
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Despite a late Iraq chance, both teams would in the end have to settle for a share of the spoils. 

“| think the team’s performance was excellent,” said Australia U23’s Interim Head Coach Trevor Morgan. 

“It was a match where moments happened for both teams, we didn’t capitalise, but we’ve got points from the first two matches which is positive. 

“We still felt we could win the match (after the red card), we tried to win the match, but of course the decision after 17 minutes put up a real challenge physically. 

With Jordan defeating Kuwait 1-0 in Group B’s other fixture, Australia remain in top spot with one match to play. 

The squad now travel from Qarshi to Tashkent, where they will face Jordan at the Lokomotiv Stadium on Tuesday. 

MATCH DETAILS 

Date: Saturday, 4 May 2022 

Venue: Markaziy Stadium, Qarshi 

Kick-off: 6:00pm (local), 11:00pm (AEST) 

Australia Line up: 1. Joe GAUCI (GK), 3. Jay RICH-BAGHUELOU, 4. Jordan COURTNEY-PERKINS, 5. Jordan BOS, 6. Tyrese FRANCOIS ©, 7. Lachlan BROOK (17. Cameron PEUPION 60’), 11. Kusini YENGI, 
9. Alou KUOL (23. Jacob FARRELL 60’), 10. Ramy NAJJARINE (19. Patrick WOOD 60'), 16. Louis D'ARRIGO (8. Patrick Yazbek 78’), 20. Joshua RAWLINS (2. Lewis MILLER 70’) 
Subs not used: 12. Jacob CHAPMAN (Gk), 13. Kai TREWIN, 14. Joshua NISBET, 15. Hosine BILITY, 18. Nicholas BILOKAPIC, 21. BERNARDO, 22. Tristan HAMMOND 

Yellow Card: Gauci 47’, Rich-Baghuelou 77' 

Red Card: Yengi 17’ 
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AFC U-23 Asian Cup, Finals, Group B 


Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
Lokomotiv Stadium, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 164 


Jordan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Jordan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Date & Time 
7th. June 2022, 18.00 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card} substitution 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card| substitution 


GK 


START LIST 


DF 


Abdallah Al Fakhouri 
Omar Hani Al Zebdieh 


Yazan Abdelaal 


Gi Joe Gauci 
Lewis Miller 


Hadi Al Hourani 56 
Yousef Abu Al Jazar 79 


Mohannad Abu Taha 


LX) 
& 


Hosine Bility 
Jacob Farrell 


Mi 


K 7 
DF is Mil 
DF Jordan Courtney-Perkins 
DF i ili 
DF 
IF 


Lachlan Brook 


Nizar Al Rashdan 


: Perh 


MF 


Tyrese Francois (c ) 


Fadel Haikal 


a 
NX 


MF 


Cameron Peupion 


Mohammad Aburiziq 


a 
+s 


MF 


Patrick Yazbek 
Ramy Najjarine 
Alou Mawien Kuol 


Hamza Al Saifi 


Jordan Bos 


Ahmad Abu Sha'ireh 


Ahmad Juaidi 


= 
© 


= 
cs 


MF 


Patrick Wood 
Tristan Hammond 
Joshua Nisbet 


Abdallah Al Shuaybat 


LS) 
Ss 


DF 


Joshua Rawlins 


Shogqi Al Quz‘a 


MF 


Louis D'‘Arrigo 


Bassam Daldoom 


G 


Jacob Chapman 


Qais Abbasi 


14 DF 
2 DF Husam Abudahab MF ___| Bernardo Oliveira 


Ahmad Hayel Ibrahim Team Coach Trevor Morgan 


Team Manager Team Manager 
Referee Yudai Yamamoto (Japan) 
Assistant Referee 1 |Isao Nishihashi (Japan, 


Assistant Referee 2 | Takumi Takagi (Japan) 


iK 
GK Nicholas Bilokapié 
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match report from Football Australia 
Australia have topped Group B at the AFC U23 Asian Cup in Uzbekistan after defeating Jordan 1-0 in their final Group Stage match on Tuesday evening (AEST). 

Ramy Najjarine’s second half penalty proved decisive as Australia booked their spot in the Quarter Final where they'll face the Group A runner up. 

Despite having an initial effort from the spot saved Australia were awarded a retake by VAR and Najjarine made no mistake at the second time of asking, slamming home a 61st minute penalty. 

Australia were controversially reduced to ten men in the 79th minute when substitute, Tristan Hammond was shown a straight red card after having been adjudged to have swung an arm at Yousef Abualjazar by VAR. 
Despite the numerical disadvantage the Australian defence held firm for their second clean sheet from three games and a 1-0 win. 

Tuesday's result also saw Jordan eliminated from the tournament after the slipped to third in the group following Iraq’s win over Kuwait. 

Australia’s AFC U23 Asian Cup Quarter Final will be played in Tashkent on Saturday night (AEST) against the second placed side from Group A. 

Turkmenistan currently sit second in Group A with Iran and Qatar also able to snatch a position in the knockout rounds heading into the final matchday. 

MATCH DETAILS 

Date: Tuesday, 7 June 2022 

Venue: Lokomotiv Stadium, Taskhent 

Kick-off: 6:00pm (local), 11:00pm (AEST) 

Australia Line up: 1. Joe GAUCI (Gk), 2. Lewis MILLER,, 4. Jordan COURTNEY-PERKINS, 6. Tyrese FRANCOIS ©, 7. Lachlan BROOK (19. Patrick WOOD 65’), 8. Patrick YAZBEK (14. Joshua NISBET 73’), 

9. Alou KUOL (20. Joshua RAWLINS 90’), 10. Ramy NAJJARINE, 15. Hosine BILITY, 17. Cameron PEUPION (22. Tristan HAMMOND 73’), 23. Jacob FARRELL (5. Jordan BOS 65’) 

Subs not used: 12. Jacob CHAPMAN (Gk), 13. Kai TREWIN 16. Louis D'ARRIGO, 18. Nicholas BILOKAPIC, 21. BERNARDO 

Yellow Cards: Brook 33’, Courtney-Perkins 35’, Yazbek 8’, Kuol 89’ 

Red Card: Hammond 79” 
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AFC U-23 Asian Cup, Quarter Final 
Date & Time Venue Weather Temperature Attendance 
11th. June 2022, 18.00 Milliy Stadium, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 247 
Turkmenistan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..1 
half time, Turkmenistan U-23..0 v. Australia U-23..0 


Goal Yellow Time of Goal 
No. Position Name ‘minute, Card _|Red Card| substitution Position ‘minute, 


START LIST 
22 GK___|Rasul Charyyev Joe Gauci 
3 DF Oraz Orazov 74(og) Lewis Miller 


2 DF Yhias Toydjanov Jay Rich-Baghuelou 
12 DF Ambyar Mahmudov 52 Jordan Courtney-Perkins 
8 MF Mirza Beknazarov Jordan Bos 
Lachlan Brook 
19 MF Arzuvguly Sapargulyyev Tyrese Francois (c ) 
11 MF Samammet Sanazarowi¢ Hydyrow Joshua Nisbet 
MF Teymur Charyyev Cameron Peupion 
Begengmyrat Bekmyradowi¢ 
FW 
Muradov 
Rahman Orazmyrat ogly 


Myratberdiyew 


Ramy Najjarine 


Alou Mawien Kuol 


Roman Galkin Louis D’Arrigo 
Dayanch Meredov Patrick Wood 

MF Bernardo Oliveira 
Hojanazar Gurbanov Patrick Yazbek 
Arslan Saparov Joshua Rawlins 
Ruslan Tajiyev Kai Clifton Trewin 
Batyr Gaylyyev Jacob Farrell 


Begmyrat Arbatov G Jacob Chapman 


1 MF 

K 

DF Hosine Bilit 

Ahmet Agamyradov Team Coach Trevor Morgan 

Team Manager 
Salman Ahmad Falahi (Qatar) 


Assistant Referee 1 | Yousef Aref Al Shamari (Qatar) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Zahy Al Shmari (Qatar) 


Milliy Stadium is also known as FC Bunyodkor Stadium. 


match report from Football Australia 

The Australia U23’s have advanced to the semi-final stage of the AFC U23 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2022 thanks to a tight 1-0 triumph over Turkmenistan in Tashkent on Saturday. 

In the first meeting between the two nations at U23’s level, an own goal headed home by Oraz Orazov in the 74th minute was enough for Trevor Morgan’s side to overcome their tricky opposition. 

In a disjointed first half filled with regular stoppages, clear-cut opportunities were few and far between. 

Jay Rich-Baghuelou went close on his return from suspension, driving a long-range strike into the side netting after 36 minutes. 

Ramy Najjarine and Lachlan Brook also threatened throughout the first 45, but both sides would head into the sheds scoreless. 

Turkmenistan continued to sit deep which saw Australia look to start on the front foot in the second half, with Cameron Peupion and Naijarine finding a few sights on goal, however none could trouble Rasul Charyyev. 
With 15 minutes remaining and the prospect of extra-time growing, Australia found the breakthrough in fortuitous fashion. 

A flat delivery from half-time substitute Louis D’Arrigo took a touch off the head of Turkmenistan defender Orazov, cannoning off the underside of the crossbar and over the line — with fellow introduction Bernardo 
fast-approaching to take home and confirm the goal. 

Following that point, Turkmenistan employed an increasingly attack-minded approach and came close to equalising on a few occasions late. 

Inside the final ten minutes Joe Gauci pulled out a vital double-save to preserve Australia’s clean sheet and ultimately ensure advancement to the final four. 

Post-game, coach Trevor Morgan and captain Tyrese Francois praised Turkmenistan as tricky opponents. 

“It was a difficult game for both the players and coaching staff,” Australia’s interim U23’s head coach said. 

“Turkmenistan had two approaches for the match and both were challenging for us.” 

“We have huge respect for Turkmenistan who made it very tough for us,” Fulham FC’s Francois added. 

Australia will face the winner of Monday's quarter final between Group D victors Saudi Arabia and Group C runners-up Vietnam in their semi final at the historic Pahktakor Stadium on Wednesday. 

A victory would ensure the Green and Gold’s highest-ever finish at the AFC U23 Asian Cup, with 2020’s third-placed result the nation’s best to date. 
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MATCH DETAILS 

Date: Saturday, 11 May 2022 

Venue: Bunyodkor Stadium, Tashkent 

Kick-off: 6:00pm (local), 11:00pm (AEST) 

Australia Line up: 1. Joe GAUCI (Gk), 2. Lewis MILLER, 3. Jay RICH-BAGHUELOU, 4. Jordan COURTNEY-PERKINS, 5. Jordan BOS, 6. Tyrese FRANCOIS ©, 7. Lachlan BROOK (21. Bernardo 68’), 
9. Alou KUOL (8. Patrick Yazbek 92’), 10. Ramy NAJJARINE, 14. Joshua NISBET (16. Louis D'ARRIGO 45’), 17. Cameron PEUPION (19. Patrick WOOD 68’) 

Subs not used: 12. Jacob CHAPMAN (Gk), 13. Kai TREWIN, 15. Hosine BILITY, 18. Nicholas BILOKAPIC (GK), 20. Josh RAWLINS, 23. Jacob FARRELL 

Yellow Card: D’Arrigo 59’ 
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AFC U-23 Asian Cup, Semi Final 


Venue 
Pahktakor Central Stadium, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 


Saudi Arabia U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Saudi Arabia U-23..1 v. Australia U-23..0 


Date & Time 
15th. June 2022, 18.00 


Weather Temperature Attendance 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


Red Card| substitution 


1 GK 


5 DF 


13 
23 DF 


Nawaf Al Suweiti Al Agidi 
Hassan Al Tambakti 


Hamad Al Tuhayfan Al Yami 


i 64 


Gi Joe Gauci 
Lewis Miller 


DF 


Saud Abdulhamid 
Moteb Al Harbi 


Hamed Al Ghamdi 


Jordan Bos 
Hosine Bilit 


MI 


7 - 
DF 
DF 
DF i 
IF 


Lachlan Brook 


Ibrahim Mahnashi 


Tyrese Francois (c ) 


Ahmed Al Ghamdi 


Louis D‘Arrigo 


Ayman Yahya Ahmed 


Ramy Najjarine 


Alou Mawien Kuol 


Hussain Al Eisa 


Jordan Courtney-Perkins 


Awad Al Nashri 


Abdullah Radif 


90+2 


Patrick Yazbek 
Joshua Rawlins 
Patrick Wood 


Abdul Rahman Al Shammari 


90+2* 


Cameron Peupion 


Khalifah Al Dawsari 


Jacob Chapman 


Turki Al Ammar 


Abdulrahman Al Sanbi 


Kai Clifton Trewin 
Jacob Farrell 
Bernardo Oliveira 


Meshal Khairallah Al Sebyani 


Joshua Nisbet 


Saad Yaslam Balobaid 


Nicholas Bilokapié 


Mohammed Maran 
Saad Al Shehri 


Mohanad Eessee Sarray (Iraq) 


Team Coach 
Team Manager 


Trevor Morgan 


Assistant Referee 1 |Obaid Al-Swaiedi (Iraq) 
Assistant Referee 2 |Deniye Parakkrama Hemathunga (Sri Lanka) 


Pakhtakor Central Stadium is also shown as Paxtakor Markaziy Stadion. 


match report from Football Australia 

The Australia U23's have been defeated 2-0 by Saudi Arabia in the Semi Finals of the AFC U23 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2022 on Wednesday night. 

Despite a positive start from Trevor Morgan's outfit, Saudi Arabia struck the opening blow after 20 minutes. 

It came after Australia created the first two key chances of the game, with Ramy Najjarine and Kusini Yengi both seeing efforts drift narrowly past the post. 

And they would be punished for their early wastefulness, as Hussain Al Eisa crashed home a clinical finish to grant his nation the lead in the 20th minute. 

Ten minutes later, Australia came within inches of equalising as captain Tyrese Francois' stunning volley from the edge of the area cannoned off the underside of the crossbar and to safety for Saudi Arabia. 
In the 35th minute, the game's major turning point arrived, as Jay Rich-Baghuelou was shown a straight red card following a lengthy VAR intervention. 

Despite going down to ten men for the third time this tournament, Australia continued to push but were eventually stung by a Saudi second, as Ayman Yahya fired home in the 72nd minute. 
The woodwork again denied Australia ten minutes later, with an own goal so nearly pulling one back, before late drama in both penalty areas unfolded. 

Five minutes of allocated stoppage time turned into 12 as VAR spotted an infringment in the area on Ramy Najjarine, granting him a 99th-minute penalty. 

However the penalty was well saved, allowing Saudi Arabia to go up the other end and win a spot kick of their own. 

The outcome: another save, this time by Joe Gauci down low to his left, to ensure the final score would be 2-0. 

Australia have one match left to play on Saturday, where they will face Japan in the tournament's third place play-off at Pakhtakor Stadium. 

The Samurai Blue were also defeated 2-0 in their semi-final on Wednesday, by tournament hosts Uzbekistan. 
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Date & Time 
18th. June 2022, 18.00 


Position 


Goal 
(minute) 


AFC U-23 Asian Cup, 3rd Place play-off 


Venue 
Pahktakor Central Stadium, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 


Weather 


Japan U-23..3 v. Australia U-23..0 
half time, Japan U-23..2 v. Australia U-23..0 


Position 


Temperature 


(minute) 


Attendance 


Red Card| substitution 


Nicholas Bilokapié 


12 GK Zion Suzuki 
3 DF Seiya Baba 
iF 


Riku Handa 54 


Kai Clifton Trewin 


5 DF Seiji Kimura 
16 DF Takashi Uchino 80 
6 


Daiki Matsuoka 


DF 
iF 
iF 


D 
D Jordan Bos 
D Joshua Rawlins 


Tyrese Francois (c ) 


Rihito Yamamoto 


Louis D'‘Arrigo 


Shunsuke Mito 


Bernardo Oliveira 


Kuryu Matsuki 


MF Kein Sato 7 


Taika Nakashima 


Ramy Najjarine 


Tristan Hammond 


Shota Fujio 


Cameron Peupion 


Yuito Suzuki 2 Lewis Miller 
Alou Mawien Kuol 
Hijiri Kato Lachlan Brook 


Mao Hosoya Patrick Yazbek 


Leo Kokubo Patrick Wood 


Jacob Farrell 
Hosine Bilit 
Joshua Nisbet 


Jacob Chapman 


Joe Gauci 


Team Coach Go Oiwa Team Coach Trevor Morgan 


Team Manager [Team Manager 


Referee Kim Hee-Gon (Korea Republic, 


Assistant Referee 1 |Jang Jong-Pil (Korea Republic, 
Assistant Referee 2 |Song Bong-Geun (Korea Republic) 


match report from the-afc 

Japan defeated Australia 3-0 to finish third in the AFC U23 Asian Cup™ Uzbekistan 2022 at the Pakhtakor Stadium on Saturday. 

Kein Sato opened the scoring with a Jordan Courney-Perkins own goal doubling Japan's lead before the half-time break. Shota Fujio confirmed the emphatic win midway through the second half. 

Both teams came into the playoff having suffered disappointing defeats in the semi-finals but Japan started the brighter as they dominated the early proceedings with Shunsuke Mito having the first sight on goal in the 
fifth minute but fired his strike into the side netting. 

The Australian defence had to be on their toes to fend off the early pressure, but a failed clearance by Courney-Perkins two minutes later saw Sato pounce on the loose ball, before letting loose a crackling shot from 
just inside the box that deflected off the inside of the crossbar before settling into the back of the net. 

Stung by the goal, the Olyroos began pushing Japan back with Ramy Naijjarine forcing goalkeeper Zion Suzuki into making his first save in the 17th minute. 

The end to end action continued with Kuryu Matsuki testing goalkeeper Nicholas Bilokapic - who was making his tournament debut - in the 20th minute, before Australia’s Bernardo Oliveira threatened two minutes later 
but put too much power in his chipped effort. 

Japan should have gone two up in the 23rd minute when Matsuki’s pass found an unmanned Mito at the edge of the box, but the Australians breathed a sigh of relief as the Albirex Niigata midfielder saw his effort 
rebound off the crossbar. 

Japan’s persistence, however, saw them finally double their lead in the 40th minute when Yamamoto curled in a corner kick over a sea of players with the unfortunate Kai Trewin turning the ball into his own net. 
Australia looked determined to mount a fight back in the second half, with substitute Lewis Miller heading just wide in the 52nd minute, before Najjarine collected Jordan Bos’ perfectly weighted through ball five minutes 
later but Suzuki was on hand to deny him. 

Australia, however, were let down by poor defending again in the 63rd minute when Matsuki picked out an unmarked Fujio in the area, with the substitute making no mistake with his close range effort. 

Australia continued trying but the Japanese defence stood firm to take home the bronze medals. 
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